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Abstract of the Proceedings of the 
sixth annual Convention of the Dio- 
cese of Ohio; held in the College at 
Worthington, June Ath & 5th, 1823. 


Tue convention was composed of 
the Right Rev. Bishop Chace, five 
presbyters, one deacon, and seventeen 
lay delegates, representing twelve 
*hurches. _ 

It was opened with morning prayer, 
read by theRev. Roger Searle, minister 
elect of St. Paul’s Church, Medina; St. 
James’s Church, Liverpool; and Tri- 
nity Church, Brooklyn; and an address, 
and the administration of the holy com- 
munion by the bishop. 

Agreeably to the 45th canon of the 
General Convention of 1808, “ pro- 
viding for an accurate view of the state 
of the church from time to time,” the 
Right Rev. Bishop Chace delivered the 
following address :— 


Dear brethren in the Lord, 


Most sincerely do I thank God, the 
author of all goodness, that he hath 
been pleased to permit me once more 
to meet you in convention. 

The gracious direction of God’s Holy 
Spirit having been implored on our 
present work, in the preceding service, 
it is now my duty to address you on the 
subject of your duties, and of the state 
and exigences of the diocese in general. 

As this convention, by the constitu- 
tion of the American church, is made 
to consist of “ clergy and laity,” 1 shall 
avail myself of this distinction to ad- 
dress each order; laying before them, 
separately, the subjects deemed most 
worthy of consideration; and closing 
all with a statement of my official du- 
ties, accompanied with some appro- 
priate remarks. 

First, then, I address you, my bre- 
thren of the clergy. 


If I were asked to name the most 
Vor. VII. 


compendious method of bringing home 
to my heart, and stirring up my affec- 
tions to a due sense of my duties, as @ 
Christian bishop, I should not hesitate 
in declaring that method to be a clear, 
and unreserved statement of the solem 
service which took place at my conse- 
cration. May I not suppose that the 
like mind is in you, in relation to the 
degree of Christian ministry committed. 
to your charge? Of all the means left 
us to ‘stir up the grace of God,’ given 
‘untous by the imposition of hands,’ 
perhaps there is none greater than that 
of recurring to the first principles of the 
clerical character, to see what duties 
God laid upon us, and what solemn 
promises we made before him and his 
church, when we were ordained. Ac- 
cordingly, we find that the clergy have 
been often most earnestly exhorted, not 
only statedly to read over their ordina- 
tion vows, but to do it with fasting and 
prayer, especially on the anniversary 
of their ordination. The good Bishop 
Wilson, that pattern of godly living, 
more perfect perhaps than any other of 
his day, held himself bound to this duty, 
and earnestly enjoined it on his clergy. 
And it is believed by many, that it was 
his conscientious regard unto this means 
of grace, and his strict performance of 
this duty, which made his life so pious, 
and that of hisclergy so signally blessed 
to the salvation of many souls. 
Prompted by these considerations, £ 
have determined to call up and consi- 
der—what I hope you never forget— 
that most solemn service wherein, by 
the grace of God, you were admitted to 
holy orders. And here I would apprise 


you, that, though the most of you have, 


attained to the dignity of presbyters in 

the church of Christ, and it is to that 

degree I mean to direct your chief at- 

tention ; yet, as some of you are dea- 

cons, and some here present are only 

candidates for that office, I shall take 
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into view, first of all, the question on 
the presentation of a candidate for the 
holy order of deacons. It was then de- 
manded of you by the embassador of 
Christ, in his name—“ Do you trust 
that you are inwardly moved by the 
Holy Ghost, to take upon you this of- 
fice and ministration, to serve God for 
the promotion of his glory, and the 
edifying of his people?” ‘To this you 
answered in the affirmative. Here we 
would observe, that, though it be grant- 
ed, that these words, do you trust, do 
not imply that you felt such miraculous 
impressions of the Holy Spirit on your 
minds, as were distinguishable from all 
ether sensations of duty; yet the least 
that can be made of them is, that you 
felt fully persuaded this was your duty ; 
and that for this persuasion you had 
good evidence, not of your own opinion 
wnly, but such as the word of God— 
which alone can distinguish between 
false and true persuasions—could and 
doth justify, viz. that your life exemplify 
a heart of sincerity and piety—of faith 
towards God and obedience to his com- 
mands. Without this evidence, no man 
has any reason to believe himself moved 
by the Holy Spirit of God to assume 
the ministry. And if he do so assume 
it, to the sin of usurpation he addeth the 
dreadful crime of perjury. This, as I 
observed, is saying the least of the na- 
ture of that profession demanded of 
every candidate on the very threshold 
of the ministry. If the ministers of 
Christ are not good men, they contra- 
dict the very nature of their calling, and 
prove, ina sense too awful to name, 
that they ‘ lied, and continued to lie to 
the Holy Ghost.’ For, how can they 
be said to be ‘ moved by the HolyGhost’ 
to take upon them the office and minis- 
tration to serve God, promote his glory, 
and edify his people, whose main em- 
ployment is to serve the world, to pro- 
mote their temporal welfare, and, by 
their loose and ungodly example, to pull 
down and destroy the church of God ? 
Awful must be the account which such 
must give to that holy Saviour, into 
whose service they have, thus unbidden, 
obtruded; whose name they have so of- 
ten taken in vain, and whose cause they 
have so essentially injured. 

But, we trast, dear brethren, that it 


[No. 9: 
is otherwise with you. In’ examining 
your hearts and lives, we have good 
hope, that you find the evidence of sin- 
cerity and piety, of faith and good 
works, which the Gospel so evidently 
requires, as the only ground to give 
ease to your conscience on this import~ 
ant head. 

But to be good men: is not sufficient 
evidence that the design of the institu- 
tion of the Christian ministry has been 
fulfilled in you. The office, especially 
that of presbyter, is of great dignity, 
and the duties which it imposes are im- 
portant and numerous. ‘These are set 
forth in the preparatory exhortation 
preceding the promises in ‘ the ordain- 
ing of priests;’ and this exhortation is 
so important and heart-piercing in its 
nature, and so essential to the right un- 
derstanding of the extent of the ministe- 
rial duties, that it would be unpardon- 
able in my present work not to recite 
it. And in reciting it, I beg you, my 
brethren, to consider it as: now once 
more brought to your minds and hearts, 
as if newly dictated by the divine pro- 
vidence for your benefit. Now, again, 
“ we exhort you in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that ye have in remem- 
brance into how high a dignity, and to 
how weighty an office and charge ye 
are called. That is to say, to be mes- 
sengers, watchmen, and stewards of the 
Lord: to teach and premonish, to feed 
and to provide for the Lord’s family; 
to seek for Christ’s sheep that are dis- 
persed abroad, and for his children whe 
are in the midst of this naughty world, 
that they may be saved through Christ 
forever. Have always, therefore, print- 
ed in your remembrance how great a 
treasure is committed to your charge. 
For they are the sheep of Christ, which 
he bought with his death,and. for whom 
he shed his blood. The church and 
congregation whom ye must serve, is 
his spouse and his body. And if it shall 
happen that the same church, or any 
member thereof, do take any hurt or 
hindrance, by reason of your negligence, 
ye know the greatness of the fault, and 
also the horrible punishment that will 
ensue. Wherefore, consider with your- 
selves the end of the ministry towards 
the children of God, towards the spouse 
and bedy of Christ; and see that ye 
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mever cease your labour, your care and 


diligence, until ye have done all that 
dieth in you, according to your bounden 
-duty, to bring all such as are or shall be 
committed to your charge, unto that 
agreement in the faith ral knowledge 
of God, and to that ripeness and _per- 
fectness of age in Christ, that there be 
no place left among you, either for error 
in religion, ar for viciousness in life. 

‘‘ Forasmuch, then, as your office is 
both of so great excellency, and of so 
great difficulty, ye see with how great 
care and study ye ought to apply -your- 
selves, as well to shew yourselves duti- 
ful and thankful unto that Lord, who 
hath placed you in so high a dignity ; 
as also to beware that neither you your- 
selves offend, nor be occasion that 
others offend. Howbeit, ye cannot 
have a mind and will thereto of your- 
selves; for that will and ability is given 
of God alone: therefore ye ought, and 
have need to pray earnestly for his 
Holy Spirit. And seeing that ye cannot 
by any other means compass the doing 
af so weighty a work, pertaining to the 
salvation of man, but with doctrine and 
exhortation taken out of the holy scrip- 
tures, and with a life agreeable to the 
same, consider how studious ye ought 
to be in reading and learning the scrip- 
tures, and in framing the manner both 
of yourselves, and of them specially 
pertaining to you, according to the rule 
of the same scriptures; and for this self 
same cause, how ye ought to forsake 
and set aside, as much as ye may, all 
worldly cares and studies. 

«¢ We have good hope that ye have 
well weighed these things with your- 
selves long before this time, and that 
ye have clearly determined, by God’s 
grace, to give yourselves wholly to this 
office, whereunto it kath pleased God 
to call you; so that as much as lieth in 
you, ye will apply yourselves wholly to 
this one thing, and draw all your cares 
and studies this way; and that ye will 
continually pray to God the Father, by 
the mediation of our only Saviour Jesus 
Christ, for the heavenly assistance of 
the Holy Ghost; that by daily reading 
and weighing the scriptures, ye may 
wax riper and stronger in your minis- 
iry; and that ye may so endeavour 
yourselves, from time to time, to sanc- 
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tify the lives of you and yours} and to 
fashion them after the rule and doctrine 
of Christ, that ye may be wholesome 
and godly examples and patterns for 
the people to follow.” 

This, my dear brethren, was a fair 
explication of the duty and office which 
you were about to take on you, when, 
standing before God, you were made 
presbyters of the church of Christ. To 
this you assented, not only by a silent 
conformity, but by vows the most awful 
and explicit, taken as in the presence 
of God and his whole church, in what 
immediately followed. 

For the express purpose that “ your 
promises might the more move you to 
do these your duties,” you did “ answer 
plainly” to your bishop, calling upon 
you, “in the name of God and his 
church,” that “ you did think.in your 
heart that you were truly called, accord- 
ing to the will of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the canons of this church, to the 
order and ministry of the priesthood.” 

Under these solemnities you did de- 
clare, “ you were persuaded that the 
holy scriptures contain all doctrine re- 
quired as necessary for eternal salva- 
tion through faith in Jesus Christ; and 
that you were determined, out of the 
said scriptures, to instruct the people 
committed to your charge, and to teach 
nothing as necessary to eternal salva- 
tion but that which you should be per- 
suaded may be concluded and proved 
by the scriptures.” 

Before God and his church, you did 
then promise and vow, that, by the 
grace of God, “ you would give your 
faithful diligence always so to minister 
the doctrine, and sacraments, and disci- 
pline of Christ, as the Lord hath com- 
manded, and as this church hath re- 
ceived the same, according to the com- 
mandments of God, so that you might 
teach the people committed to your 
care and charge, with all diligence to 
keep and observe the same,” 

You did then, in the presence of God 
and his church, solemnly vow, that, by 
the help of the Lord, “ you would be 
ready, with all faithful diligence, to ba- 
nish and drive away from the church, 
all erroneous and strange doctrines con- 
trary to God’s word; and to use both 
public and private monitions and ez 
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hortations, as well to the sick as the 
whole, within your cures, as need should 
require and occasion should be given.” 

You did then vow, that, by the grace 
of Gud, “ you would be diligent in 
prayers and in reading the holy scrip- 
tures. and in such studies as hel» to the 
knowledge of the same; laying aside the 
study of the world and the flesh.” 

You did then vow, that, the Lord be- 
ing your helper, “ you would be diligent 
to frame and fashion your own selves 
and families according to the doctrine 
of Christ ; and to make both yourselves 
and them, as much as in you lieth, 
wholesome examples and patterns to 
the flock of Christ.” 

You did then promise and vow, that, 
the Lord being your helper, “ you 
would maintain and set forward, as 
muck as lieth in you, quietness, peace, 
and love among all Christian people, 
and especially among them that are or 
shall be committed to your charge.” 

Finally, you did then, under the 
same solemnities, promise, that, by the 
grace of God, “ you would reverently 
obey your bishop and other chief minis- 
ters, who, according to the canons of 
the church, may have the charge and 
government over you; following, with 
a glad mind and will, their godly ad- 
monitions, and submitting yourselves 
to their godly judgments.” 

All this you did promise and vow; 
and that each and every part of this 
most solemn transaction was on your 
part done in sincerity and truth, with- 
out any reservation, prevarication, or 
self-evasion of mind whatsoever, the 
divine blessing was invoked upon you 
in these most solemn and pious words 
by the bishop :— Almighty God, who 
hath given you this will to do all these 
things, grant also unto you strength and 
power to perform the same; that he 
may accomplish his work which he 
hath begun in you, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.” 

These, brethren, are your ministerial 
duties, and this a faithful recital of the 
obligations which you took upon you, 
when admitted to the dignity of the 
priesthood. They are too plain to need 
a comment; too solemn to need en- 
forcing. 

The only thing to be feared is, that, 
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amidst the cares and vexations of this 
mortal life, we suffer them, at any time, 
to escape our memory, and thus sin 
against God and violate our oaths, as 
effectually by negligence, as by wilful 
transgression. Precious and important 
as is the treasure of the Christian mi- 
nistry, yet we must ever remember, that 
we bear about with us “ this treasure in 
earthen vessels;” of whose frailty, es- 
pecially that of negligence, if we be not 
constantly mindful, we may lose our 
own souls, and those of many who are 
committed to our charge. 

Suffer, then, the word of exhortation, 
I beseech you. Let no suspicion of 
even a remote personality deprive that 
exhortation of its due effect. Keep ever 
printed on your conscious minds, the 
full nature and extent of your ordina- 
tion vows. To which end, often peruse 
them; and as in the presence of the 
heart-searching God, often ask your 
own hearts, without partiality or reser- 
vation, for the sincerity with which you 
are bound to fulfil them. Above all, as 
the year rolls round and brings to your 
enjoyment another anniversary of the 
day of your ordinatiog, resolve to dedi- 
cate it in serious meditation on the past, 
and holy resolutions for the time to 
come. Wherein you have been remiss, 
or, at the expense of duty, consulted 
personal ease, worldly interest or pas- 
sion, there implore. in humble prayer 
and unostentatious fasting, the divine 
forgiveness, through Jesus Christ ; and 
never cease your supplications to this 
effect, till you feel your prayer answered 
in the grace of God, giving you holy 
and steadfast purposes of amendment 
for the future. In short, keep your 
vows, as Christian ministers, always on 
your minds and hearts, and God will 
give you grace to fulfil them, to the 
edifying ef his church, and the saving 
of your own souls. 


Dear brethren of the laity, 


In addressing you of this convention, 
it is understood that I am addressing 
the members and friends of our commu- 
nion throughout the diocese. 

Appointed by the providence of God 
to preside over you in the character of 
a Father to the family of Christ, there 
would be reason deeply to lament my 
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great insensibility, if the relation which 
i bear to you did not call forth the ten- 
derest solicitude for your welfare; es- 
pecially that which relates to the salva- 
tion of your souls. Redeemed by the 
blood of Christ, you constitute a charge, 
of ajl things the most precious, of which, 
if I am not in some degree sensible, 
words would be wanting to shew my 
crime. You will therefore believe the 
assurance which I now most solemnly 
give you, that to be instrumental in se- 
curing the end of your redemption in 
the final salvation of your souls, is my 
best and highest wish—a wish, which 
by day often rises into prayer, and by 
night, in anxious visions, visits my pil- 
low. But how to be this instrument, 
and how to accomplish this wish, forms 
my greatest anxiety. ‘The means of 
grace are before you, it is true; but 
how to persuade you to use them aright 
is the difficulty. The Holy Bible is in 
your hands, but who can incline your 
hearts to read it with attention? Ser- 
mons are preached in your ears, but 
who shall give them that saving efficacy 
by which your hearts may be convinced 
of sin and converted unto holiness ? 
The sacraments are often administered 
to many, and before the most of you; 
but who shall so bless them, as, on the 
one hand, to excite you to their constant 
use, and, on the other, to shield them 
from abuse and profanity ¢ God’s pro- 
vidence is always before you, in govern- 
ing the world, in giving you fruitful 
seasons, in filling your hearts with food 
and gladness, in warning you by the 
death of others, to be mindiul of your 
own ; but, who shall awaken—oh! who 
shall subdue your callous hearts, rightly 
to improve that providence to the sal- 
vation of your souls? As God alone 
can do this, to him only can I look for 
aid, for power and direction, to make 
my labours, and those of my dear bre- 
thren of the ministry, of any use to you. 
Fruitless, however, will be the 
prayers as well as the endeavours of 
the ministers of Christ, unless you also 
can be excited to pray for yourselves. 
Prayer is to the soul what culture is to 
the soil; it fits and prepares it both 
to receive the seed of God’s werd, and 
to render the dews and showers of hea- 
venly grace availing. To this one 
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point of duty, therefore, I would call 
your attention; for, without it, as you 
perceive, ali the means of grace which 
you enjoy. will be as if they never 
were. Pray, then, for yourselves, 
or the prayers of others will be lost 
upon you. In secret beg God to give 
you a sense of your sins, and shew you 
your undone condition by nature 5. or 
the offers of pardon made to you in 
the Gospel, will have no power to ex- 
cite your love. Commence, and con- 
tinue, the worship of God in your fami- 
lies; or God will not commence, nor 
continue, his work of grace to the sal- 
vation of yourselves and households. 

_ On the morning and evening lesson 
read with solemnity according to the 
appointment of the church, never cease 
io implore the heavenly blessing, that 
God “ who hath caused all holy scrip- 
tures to be written for our learning, 
would be pleased to direct and sanctify 
your hearts, that you may so read, mark, 
learn, and inwardly digest them, that 
by patience and comfort of his holy 
word, you may embrace and ever hold 
fast the blessed hope of everlasting 
life.” When prayers are offered up to 
God, and his praises celebrated in pub- 
lic, never cease, I beseech you, to join, 
with your hearts and voices, in the so- 
lemn duty. Be not among those, who, 
when appearing before God, refuse 
to perform the pious part assigned 
them; or, those that think a cold, out- 
ward conformity is all that is required. 
Remember that close attention and un- 
feigned devotion are the indispensable 
requisites to make the beauty of our 
worship “ the beauty of holiness.” 

If you complain of lukewarmness in 
your devotions, let the danger which 
these complaints suggest, prompt you to 
pray God to give you a heart to pray. 
If your sins present themselves in array 
against you, and attempt to stifle the 
voice of prayer, fly as those who are 
perishing, to the bosom of your Saviour, 
who once bore your sins on the cross, 


and now, if you put your trust in him, , 


is ever ready to relieve you from your 
burden. ‘Ten thousand times better 
is the case of him who feels his sins 
weighing him down to the earth, if they 
cause him to smite upon his breast and 
cry, “God be merciful te mea sinner,” 
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than that of him, who, however he may 
“thank God that he is not as other 
men are,” yet by his life and conver- 
sation shews that faith and piety are not 
his ruling principles. Beg God, then, 
to make you feel your sins—and his 
mercy will hear your prayers when 
crying for forgiveness. In hearing ser- 
mons, never content yourselves with 
barely A-aring. As you go along with 
the preacher, and approve of what is 
said, sincerely though silenfly offer unto 
God the fervent wish, the devout eja- 
culation, that the God of grace would 
bless his werd and impress its trath 
upon your hearts. The sermen other- 
svise, however true and excellent in 
itself, will do you little good. All that 
as said will be meant for others and net 
for you: your taste may criticise, but 
your hearts will be none the better. 
Hear, then, the sum ef all 1 would 
say to you. Sincerely say your pray- 
ers to God through Jesus our Lord. 
Begin to pray, and you will cease to sin: 
continue instant, faint not in this hely 
duty, and God will own you for his 
children, his family and his church here 
on earth; and in the. world to come, he 
wilt crown you with eternal glory. 


Dear brethren of the clergy and laity. 


Having spoken thus freely and sin- 
cerely, though very briefly, of your du- 
ties, it remains to speak of those which 
God has enabled me to perform since 
our last meeting. In an address of this 
nature, to mention my own embarrass- 
ments might want decorum, were it not 
necessary to state the cause of neglect- 
ing so great a portion of my diocese. 

Painful as it has been to my feelings 
to leave the north part of the state for 
two summers without. an episcopal vi- 
sitation, yet my health, and the want of 
pecuniary means of travelling, not per- 
mitting it, Lam sure of your forbear- 
ance from censure; and I hope, also, 
the Great Head of ‘the church will not 
record the omission as a sin against me. 

On June 9th, the Sunday next suc- 
eeeding the last convention at W orthing- 
ton, I admitted Messrs. John Hall and 
Rufus Murray to the holy order of 
deacons ; and on the same day, at the 
same place, [ administered the apostolic 
rite of confirmation to twelve persons. 





On the Wednesday following, viz. the 
12th of June, 1823, I admitted the Rev, 
Ezra B. Kellogg to the holy order of 
priests, in St. Paul’schurch, Chillicothe, 

On the 15th, Saturday, I was at 
Portsmouth, and performed divine ser- 
vice and preached in the evening, 
Next day, Sunday, read morning and 
evening prayers, preached two ser- 
mons, and confirmed six persons. The 
sacraments of the Lord’s supper and 
baptisin also were administered. 

On the 19th of June I was at Chilli- 
cothe, and performed divine service and 
preached in the evening. Sunday, the 
23d, at Worthington, and performed 
the ordinary duties. The 28th, on Al- 
lum Creek, and performed the burial 
service. Sunday, the 30th, l was too 
much indisposed in bodily health to 
leave my dwelling. 

July the Istythough in ill health, I set 
off tor the south. 

July 2d, I preached and performed di- 
vine service in Springfield, and the 3d, 
did the same at Dayton. Sunday the 7th, 
I preached in Cincinnati three times. 

Previously to my visiting the last 
mentioned place, I had received letters 
from the trustees of Cincinnati College, 
signifying my election tothe presidency : 
and now, finding that this appointment 
had not only been unanimous, but that 
it was urged on my acceptance with 
assurances of its heing consistent with 
the performance of my episcopal duties, 
as far, and perhaps farther, than for the 
want of the means of travelling would 
otherwise be permitted, I thought pro- 
per to-accept it. The kind treatment 
1 have hitherto experienced, and the 
field opened to me by these means, of 
being constantly useful to the rising 
generation, are circumstances which, 
though attended with some sacrifices, 
are calculated to afford agreeable pros- 
pects. ‘The measure is at the disposal 
of a merciful Provideace: I pray that 
it may be for good. 

In returning to my family, then at 
Worthington, after spending the Sun- 
day at Dayton, and performing morning 
and evening service, and preaching 
twice, I took Troy and Piqua in my 
way, where I did the usual duties.— 
Here the prospects of the churcli, 
though lately very flattering, are some- 
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what damped by the unexpected de- 
parture of the Rev. Spencer Wall. 
They seemed, however, not discourag- 
ed; and look forward with peculiar 
solicitude for the services of a pious 
missionary. 

Sunday 21st, I was at Worthington ; 
and the 20th at Delaware, performed 
duty morning and evening. Monday 
29th, in the afternoon, I read prayers 
and preached at Berkshire, besides 
meeting the youth in the evening for 
prayer and exhortation. 

Monday 22d, I pursued my journey, 
through almost an entire woods, to 
Coshocton county. Here, in Perry 
township, a few families had associated 
together under the direction of the Rev. 
Mr. Morse, by the name of St. Mat- 
thew’s Church. Their zeal in proceed- 
ing immediately, though under straight- 
ened circumstances, tothe evection of 
a place for public worship, deserves 
much priase. The building, though 
made with hewed logs, bids fair to 
unite a considerable degree of neatness 
with commodiousness and firmness: 
when it is considered that it is the effect 
of the personal labour of a handful of 
pious men, assisted only by the volun- 
tary donation of a few persons in Zanes- 
ville, in the articles of glass and nails, 
it will, when finished, furnish a theme 
of wonder and praise. God grant that 
this worthy example may be imitated 
by others in like, and more favourable 
circumstances. 

In this parish I endeavoured to per- 
form the duty imposed upon me by our 
Heavenly Master, in visiting the sick, 
in prayers, and in preaching the word, 
irom the 31st of July till the 4th of 
August, when I administered the 
Lord’s supper to 17, and confirmed 
22 persons. Monday the oth, in com- 
pany with Mr. Trimble, I rode about 
15 miles to Mill Creek township, be- 
tween the Tuscurawas and Whitewo- 
man rivers. Here, the same day, ac- 
cording to appointment previously sent, 
I preached, confirmed 9, and adminis- 
tered the holy communion. ‘Thesame 
day rode 12 miles to Coshocton village, 
held service, and preached in the even- 
ing. 

From Coshocton to Steubenville is 
80 miles. Under a burning sun God 
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enabled me to travel it in two days. 
The remainder of the week was spent 
in assisting the Rev. Mr. Morse in paro- 
chial duties. On the evening of the 
10th, divine service was performed by 
Mr. Morse, and a sermon by myself. 

Sunday the 11th, still at Steubenville 
—morning and evening service. The 
holy communien was administered, 
fourteen persons confirmed, and one 
child baptized. 

Monday 12th, at St. James’s, Cross 
Creek, the holy sacrament was admi- 
nistered, and five persons confirmed. 

Tuesday 15th, at Mr. Finlay’s, 10 
miles from Cross Creek, confirmed one, 
and administered the communion to 
between 20 and 30 persons. From 
this till Saturday, I spent the time in 
St. Clairsville, when divine service was 
held and a sermon preached. 

Sunday the 18th, I consecrated a 
neat and commodious building to the 
service of Almighty God in St. Clairs- 
ville, by the name ef St. 'Fhomas’s 
Church, It is 50 feet by 40, built of 
brick, and neatly finished. The people 
of St. Clairsville, under the very lauda~ 
ble exertions of the Rev. Mr..Arm- 
strong, who, though living in Virginia, 
officiates by letters missionary among 
them, deserve much praise for their 
zealand liberality. Few persons have 
done more with the like means. Would 
that their example in this respect were 
imitated. ‘This is the second church 
consecrated in the episcopal commu- 
nion west ef the mountains. After the 
service of consecration, the rite of con- 
firmation was administered to ten, and 
the holy communion was celebrated. 

Monday the 19th of August, in 
company with the Rev. Mr. Armstrong 
and others, I visited Morristown, 
preached, and baptized one child. The 
body of a small church is reared in this 
place, which, it is hoped, may be 
finished for consecration this fall. The 
pious exertions of a few in this place 
and neighbourliood deserve much com- 
mendation. I sincerely pray that their 
liberality may be returned in heavenly 
blessings. 

Wednesday 21st, I was in Monroe 
county, held divine service, and 
preached, at Mr. Bryan’s; same even- 
ing rode through the woods about five 
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miles to visit a sick person, and, after 
prayers and exhortation, returned to 
Mr. Wendal’s. ' 

Next day, August 22d, I held divine 
service, and preached to a congregation 
gathered in the woods, and baptized 
one child. 

Viewing the destitute condition of 
these interesting people, not only in 
respect of the means of religion, but 
those of common learning, [ thought 
proper to engage Mr. Jno. M. Jones, a 
candidate for holy orders, as a_ lay 
reader and catechist, to place himself 
among them, and to teach school. 
From his well known character for 
piety, from conversations had with him 
in person, and more especially trom ac- 
counts by letter received from the peo- 
ple of his charge, T am fully persuaded 
he has done his duty faithfully, and 
been instrumental of much good to the 
ehurch of the Redeemer. For this im- 
portant service, I gave him to expect 
the sum (would it were more) of 50 
dollars per annum, it being understood 
that the principal means of livirg would 
be afforded him by the persons among 
whom he officiates. From Monroe 
county-I passed directly to Zanesville, 
where, on the 24th, Saturday, there was 
service and a sermon. 

Sunday the 25th, assisted by the Rev. 
P. Chase, jun. divine service was per- 
formed, and sermons preached, morn- 
ing and evening. ‘The same duties 
were performed on the Saturday fol- 
lowing; the remainder of the week 
being employed in visiting the members 
of the parish. 

Sunday, 1st of September, still at 
Zanesville. Two persons were con- 
firmed, and the holy communion ad- 
ministered—sermon and _ prayers both 
morning and evening. In the evening 
the holy sacrament was administered 
at the bed-side of a sick person. On 
Monday and ‘Tuesday I returned to my 
then residence in Worthington. 

My time from this period to the pre- 
sent has been divided between the du- 
ties of an ecclesiastical nature, and 
those which arose out of the appoint- 
ment to the Presidency of Cincinnati 
College. In going to and returning 
from the commencement last Septem- 
ber, I officiated at Springfield, Dayton, 
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and Hamilton. The last mentioned 
place, 25 miles from Cincinnati, I have 
visited three times this spring; insti- 
tuted a parish by the name of St. Mat- 
thew’s, in which are eight communi- 
cants, three of whom I confirmed. 

Having been called to Zanesville last 
February, by the very alarming sick- 
ness of my son, I had the great satis- 
faction of administering the holy sup- 
per again to the communicants of that 
parish, all the members of which seem 
now doubly dear to me, for their un- 
common kindness shown their minister 
in the time of great distress. 

Besides my duties to the youth in 
college since in Cincinnati, [ have deem~ 
ed it incumbent on me to assist the Rey. 
Mr. Johnston, whenever in my power, 
in whatever pertaineth to the adminis- 
tration of the word and sacraments. 

I cannot close this account of the 
year that is past, without thus publicly 
acknowledging the goodness of God in 
raising me twice, since I saw you, from 
very great and dangerous sickness. 
When to all expectation brought very 
near the eternal world, the Divine Hand 
was almost visible in detaining me.— 
That this, my longer continuance 
among you, may be for our mutual 
good in this world, and eternal happi- 
ness in the next, F beg you to join 
your prayers with those of your affecs 
tionate pastor. 

By the foregoing statement, it may 
be seen that, in this diocese, during the 
last year, there have been confirmed 
eighty-seven persons. The number 


baptized, on my private record, is: 


thirty-six. With the exception of one 
or two instances, I have noticed a 
considerable increase to the holy com- 
munion, and a growing zeal for religion. 


Many places, however, by reason of | 


their remote and destitute condition, 
are more the subject of our prayers than 
of our congratulations. 

As president of the missionary so- 
ciety, under your particular patronage, 
I can state to you that all the means, 
by writing and entreaty, to such at the 
eastward as I supposed influential in 
sending proper clergymen to visit and 
build up our vacant parishes, have 
been hitherto unavailing. With an- 
guish of heart inexpressible, I have been 
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forced to see the field of God’s hus- 
bandry lie waste for the want of labour- 
ers. Had it not been for the extraor- 
dinary exertions of the fixed presby- 
ters, in seeking all occasions, often to 
the great detriment of their own people, 
of travelling even in the most inclement 
seasons, in pursuit of the scattered sheep, 
the interest of the church, in many 
places must have expired. Two faith- 
ful itinerant missionaries, by the bless- 
ing of God, would have prevented 
much evil, over which weare now com- 
pelled to mourn in silence. 

But instead of closing this address 
with the exhibition of the melancholy 
side of the picture before us, let us 
thank God for the mercies which re- 
main. We are at unity and love 
among ourselves; we have faith in the 
Lord’s goodness; we have a firm re- 
liance on his power and grace; and we 
know that all things will work together 
for the good of those who love God. 
The holy scriptures, by the very laud- 
able exertions of the Bible societies, 
have spread wide among us. The 
divine seed is thus planted. May it 
take root downward and bear fruit up- 
ward. May the great Lord of the har- 
vest send forth labourers to enclose, to 
cherish, and to gather in what the Lord 
himself hath planted. 


The Rev. Samuel Johnston was, by 
ballot, elected secretary of the conven- 
tion. 

Resolved, That the word more, in 
the second canon, be stricken out, and 
the word two inserted in its place, which 
will make it read thus: “It shall be 
the duty of every clergyman to attend 
all conventions of the diocese; and it 
shall be the duty of every parish to send 
one or two lay delegates.” 

The parochial reports furnish the 
following aggregate :—Baptisms(adults 
12, children 62, not specified 36) 110; 
marriages 18; funerals 35; communi- 
cants 391. 

The following gentlemen were elect- 
ed the standing committee :—The Rev. 
Roger Searle, the Rev. Samuel John- 
ston, the Rev. Intrepid Morse, the Rev. 
Ezra B. Kellogg, Noah M. Brunson, 
Bazaleel Wells, Edward Hallam, Le- 
vin Belt. 

Vo. VII. 
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Resolved, That as this diocese is en- 
titled to four trustees of the General 
Theological Seminary of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the United States, 
that this convention proceed to the 
election. 

Whereupon the following persons 
were elected :—The Rev. Roger Searle, 
the Rev. Intrepid Morse, the Rev. Ba- 
zaleel Wells, William K. Bond. 

Mr. Edward Hallam was elected 
treasurer. 


On the second day of the convention 
prayers were read by the Rev. Samuel 
Johnston, minister of Christ church, 
Cincinnati; a sermon préached by 
the Rev. Roger Searle, minister elect 
of St. Paul’s church, Medina, St. John’s 
church, Liverpool, and Trinity church, 
Liverpool. 

Thirty-nine dollars were paid for 
printing journals, &. by the several 
parishes. 

Resolved, as the sense of this con- 
vention, that their thanks are due to 
the inhabitants of Worthington, for 
their kindness and uniform hospitality 
to the members thereof. 

Resolved, That the next annual 
meeting of this convention be held in 
St. Paul’s church, in the town of Chi- 
licothe. 


The following extracts are made 
from the “ proceedings of the Mission- 
ary Society,” appended to the journal 
of the above convention. 

The following persons were chosen 
managers :——The Rev. Roger Searle, 
the Rev. S. Johnston, the Rev. I. 
Morse, the Rev. E. B. Kellogg, the Rev. 
P. Chase, jun. the Rev. John Hall, B. 
Wells, H. Brush, Wm. Little, A. Butles, 
Robert Jones, and C. Ripley. 


The managers then proceeded to — 


elect, from their own number, the offi- 
cers required by the 6th article of the 
constitution ; whereupon the following 
persons were duly chosen, viz. :' The 
Rev. Roger Searle, vice-president; the 
Rev. Samuel Johnston, recording se- 
cretary; the Rev. E. B. Kellogg, cor- 
responding secretary; Mr. Wm. Little, 
treasurer. 

The society met pursuant to adjourn- 
ment. 

Resolved, that this society appoint 
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the Rev. Philander Chase, jun. to cross 
the Atlantic, with proper credentials, 
for the purpose of soliciting aidin Great- 
Britain, for the support of the Protest- 
ant Episcopal Church in the diocese 
of Ohio: and that he be allowed five 
hundred dollars for his expenses. 
Resolved, that the Right Rev. the 
Bishep be respectfully requested to fur- 
nish the proper credentials, and also to 
furnish an address, setting forth our 
condition, our wants, and our prayers, 
to the Right Rev. the Bishops, Clergy, 
and members of the Church of England. 
tesolved, that the minister of every 
parish, and the president or presiding 
officer of every auxiliary society, and 
every person procuring subscribers to 
the parent missionary society of this 
diocese, be requested, annually, at the 
anniversary meeting, te furnish the re- 
cording secretary thereof with the 
names of all persons belonging to the 
parent society, and the constitutions of 
all auxiliary societies, and names of 
persons belonging to them, over which 
they preside, or for which they procure 
subscribers. 


The managers of the missionary so- 
ciety, in consequence of the sickness of 
the late recording secretary, and the 
partial indisposition of their treasurer, 
connected with some unavoidable cir- 
cumstances, are unable to present any 
formal report: they however cannot 
forbear to remark, that they feel a pe- 
culiar solicitude that the institution 
should sustain a character consistent 
with the means of the members belong- 
ing to our communion. Nor is this 
anxiety any wise lessened, when we 
contemplate the extensive field of use- 
fulness, to the heralds of the cross, in 
this destitute region, where our little 
flocks are scattered as sheep having ne 
shepherd. Wherever there can bea 
society formed, as an auxiliary to the 
parent institution, however humble the 
means, let the benevolent work com- 
mence. 

We should do injustice to our feel- 
ings to suppose for a moment, that 
wherevera missionary association with- 
im the past year has been formed, that 
it will suffer, for want of personal ex- 
ertions to promote the object for which 
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it was designed. Let every heart and 
every hand be engaged in this good 
cause. 

A few years since, the church had 
no regular organization; but by the 
providential care of her Divine Head, 
she has been established, and is now 
gradually increasing in usefulness and 
strength; advancing “‘to the battle of 
the Lord against the mighty.” We 
verily believe that no sincere episcopa- 
lian can look back upon the formation 
and successful progress of the church, 
as represented in the concise view of 
our journals, without lively gratitude 
to the “Chief Shepherd and Bishop 
of souls.” Who, after contrasting the 
past with the present, will not, in look- 
ing forward to the future,- wish to re- 
new his strength? Who will not pre- 
sent his humble supplication to the 
fountain of merey, that these western 
wilds, which once resounded with the 
savage war-whoop, may soon more ex- 
tensively be cheered with the sound of 
the gospel of peace, and the hallelujahs 
of the redeemed ? 

If during the past year we have ex- 
perienced heavy domestic afflictions ; 
if we have had to endure many trials, 
and some of us laborious exertions, for 
the extension oftruth; if we have been 
painfully disappointed in our reason- 
able expectations of missionaries from 
the east; if we have lamented over the 
careless, the ungodly, and the hypocri- 
tical, spreading their baneful examples; 
if we reflect that many thousands have 
neglected to improve the means of 
grace; yet many occurrences of an 
opposite nature incite us to declare, 
“hitherto the Lord hath helped us.” 
It is a mercy of no ordinary character, 
that our zeal increases with our num- 
bers; that many of our infant churches, 
destitute of the regular ministrations 
of the word, still have hopes, that ere 
long the messengers of truth may be 
seen and heard among them; that har- 
mony im council and unity in effort 
exist among our clergy andjlaity, and 

one sentiment only pervades the whole. 
It is gratifying that wheresoever the 
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Evangelist had traversed our diocese, — 


he has been hailed as the messenger of 
glad tidings. Bearing in his credentials 
the authority of his Divine Master, pro- 
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claiming peace and good will towards 
men, he has every where been welcom- 
ed with joy. ‘Though long deferred, 
the hope still cheer us, that the time is 
not far distant when others will hear us 
mingle our cries with the angel of Ma- 
cedon, “ Come over and help us.” But 
to make these our hopes successful, we 
must remember who it is that hath the 
hearts of all men in his hand. To him, 
therefore, let us pray with increasing 
fervour, that faithful ministers of Jesus 
Christ may be sent among us, who 
shall assist in pulling down the strong 
holds of Satan, and building up the 
walls of Zion. 

A never failing trust that God will 
protect his church, inclines us to be- 
lieve that his Hely Spirit will influence 
the hearts of some, even here; and 
give them means to prepare for the sa- 
cred office. If from other fountains 
we can draw no water, who can tell 
that God will not be gracious unto us, 
and cause, even here, in the wilderness, 
some humble stream to flow, to make 
glad his Zion, his own city. To this 
effect he will hear our prayer, if with 
faith and constancy we let our cry 
come unto him. 

(Signed) Pamanper Cuase, Pres’t. 
Attesi—SamurEt Jounston, Sec’y. 


The following note is added to the 
journal. ; 

During the printing of these journals, 
information was received through the 
medium of the Rev. George Boyd, of 
Philadelphia, that the sum of 170 del- 
lars, a donation for the benefit of the 
Episcopal Missionary Society of Ohio, 
from four ladies of Charleston, South- 
Carolina, awaited his order. ‘The la- 
dies mentioned, were Mrs. Dehon, Mrs. 
Russel, Mrs. Gregorie, and Mrs. Mid- 
dleton; to whom the Bishop in this 
manner begs leave, in the name of the 
society, to return his most grateful ac- 
knowledgments. 

eee Coma 


For the Christian Journal. 


Advantages of a Public Education for 
the Ministry. 

Tue establishment of a general se- 

minary of the Protestant Episcopal 

Charch in the United States, with a 
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provision annexed thereto for the fur- 
ther extension of the system as occasion 
may require, has given rise to many 
pleasing anticipations in the minds of 
episcopalians. The resources of the 
church have hitherto been diverted to 
objects of a deeper and more vital im- 
portance. Her whole force has been 
needed to bear down the obstacles 
which impeded her progress, and to 
promote the full and flowing tide of her 
usefulness. But now she has ina great 
measure triumphed over prejudice and 
opposition; the imputed stain ef cor- 
ruption has been wiped from her walls, 
and men acknowledge the purity of her 
doctrines, aad the moderation of her 
measures. For the continuance of these 
favourable circumstances she esteems it 
her duty to provide; and has wisely 
laid the foundation in the education of 
those who are destined for the adminis- 
tration of her holy rites and ordinances. 
But confessedly great as are the advant- 
ages which a public seminary affords, 
many seem unwilling to avail them- 
selves of them, from not duly consider- 
ing, or from miscaiculating, their value. 
From the exigences of the church, and 
the want of spiritual instructors, the 
term of preparation for the ministry has, 
in some instances, been unavoidably 
short; and a private education has 
been preferred, as being attended with 
less expense, and afiording greater 
choice of favourite masters. But when 
we consider the sacredness of the office, 


—to “ feed the church of God, which © 


he purchased with his blood;” when 
we remember that the ministers of 
Christ are “a savour of life unto life, or 
of death unte death;” when we call to 
mind the words of an inspired apostle, 
“ Who is sufficient for these things” — 
we cannot too fully provide, “ that the 
man of God may ke perfect, thoroughly 
furnished unto all good works.” Now, 
whether this laudable, this highly in- 
teresting and important end 1s best pro- 
moted by a public or private education 
admits, | think, of little doubt. Obser- 
vation and experience equally show the 
superiority of the former, and the far 
greater tendency which it has to nourish 
those habits, and bestow those acquire- 
ments, which are so necessary to the 
success of the Christian minister. But 
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let us attend to a few particulars, which 
will make this apparent. 

1. It will not, I presume, be denied, 
that learning is necessary to the divine 
of the present day. The miraculous 
gifts bestowed upon the apostles have 
ceased; “ the spirit of prophecy has 
been withdrawn from the ministers of 
Christianity, who are therefore now 
obliged to supply the want of it by their 
own study and industry.” For, “to 
what end should God still proceed to 
make new revelations, unless it were to 
gratify men’s sloth and idleness, and 
excuse them from the trouble of search- 
ing and studying thatscripture in which 
he had taken care to transmit his Gos- 
pel to them?”* Besides, those false 
teachers predicted by Christ and his 
followers have arisen, and attempts are 
making daily, hourly, and publicly, to 
pervert the sacred truths of our reli- 
gion. It becomes, therefore, a solemn 
duty to use all means for the right ap- 
prehension of the sacred volume, and 
for detecting and exposing the fallacy 
of its adversaries. Now, to bring about 
these ends, the critical investigation 
and interpretation of scripture is of the 
highest importance. “ All solid know- 
ledge and judicious defence of divine 
truth, it has been well observed, must 
originate from a right understanding 
and accurate interpretation of the scrip- 
tures.”t And where can we look for 
the attainment of these, so properly as 
to a public seminary? The means of 
information are there more extensively 
afforded; the treasures of knowledge 
die scattered in rich profusion before the 
student; and he is directed in his in- 
quiries, and animated to exertion, by 
the superintendence of learned and able 
professors. This last consideration is 
one of no small importance in this 
matter. ‘The iastructions of a private 
teacher must of necessity be attended 
with disadvantage, as they are seldom 
given except in connexion with other 
duties. Besides, scarcely one can be 
found who concentres in himself the 
necessary qualifications in every branch 
of study. ‘Thus the minute and patient 





* Consult Scott’s Christian Life, vol. iii. p. 
125, 126. 


t Ernesti’s Elements of Interpretation, p. 1. 


investigation required for the accurate 
understanding of scripture, will una- 
voidably be prevented by want of time, 
or want of ability. —But in a public se- 
minary, the very business of the pro- 
fessors is instruction—to this end all 
their labours are directed, and for its at- 
tainment all the faculties of their minds 
are exerted. And each being confined 
to his own department, eminence therein 
will be more easy, and more likely to 
be attained. ‘They peruse the sacred 
volume with the youth committed to 
their charge—they bring to their aid 
critics of various orders—point out their 
errors and excellences—explain, illus- 
trate, and enforce.—To such means, 
without doubt, are we to look for a 
learned ministry—skilled in the inter- 
pretation of scripture—able to defend 
the sacred oracles, and to disseminate 
them in their native force, beauty, and 
perfection. 

As regards the deduction of doctrine 
—unanimity, as well as ability, is cers 
tainly highly desirable in the Christian 
church. But how cin this be expected, 
where masters are almost as numerous 
as pupils—where business interferes 
with tnstruction—and where, in some 
cases, private views combine with indi- 
vidual prejudices to propagate favourite 
systems of belief ?>—But, on the other 
hand, it may be said, does not this hold 
also with regard to public seminaries ? 
Are not public teachers equally liable 
to prejudices, and equally influenced by 
interested motives? And will not the 
effects of error in this case be more 
severely felt, in proportion as more de- 
rive instruction from the same corrupt 
source? All this may be true—indeed 
is unquestionably true, but certainly in 
an infinitely smaller degree. It is the 
interest and duty of the church to edu- 
cate a faithful ministry, and her wisdom 
is pledged to provide for this by a care- 
ful choice of professors. Should she be 
deceived in her judgment, and those 
who are chosen should prove unwor- 
thy, still they are under her inspection, 
and amentable to her for their con- 
duct. The influence of individual pre- 
judice also, will be prevented by the 
effect of free inquiry which an extensive 
course of study must promote. This 
enables every one to examine and de= 
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cide for himself. That knowledge which 
he has derived from various sources, he 
collects and centres; he compares the 
books perused with the interpretations 
put upon them. And can it be denied 
that he is more likely to judge aright, 
who has these advantages, than he 
whose views are necessarily limiied by 
the contracted sphere of private edu- 
cation ? 

In numerous other particulars we 
shall find the object in view greatly 
promoted by a public course of instruc- 
tion. The study of church history, for 
instance, involves many difficulties, and 
requires close attention and accurate 
discrimination on the part of the stu- 
dent. His mind is liable to be distract- 
ed by the many contradictory represen- 
tations which are made, and the numer- 
ous authors, both original and remote, 
which it is necessary to consult. “ Few 
in number,” says Mosheim, “ are the 
unprejudiced and impartial historians, 
whom neither the influence of the sect 
to which they belong, nor the venerable 
and imposing names of antiquity, nor 
the spirit of the times and the torrent 
of prevailing opinion, can turn aside 
from the obstinate pursuit of truth alone. 

‘An attachment to favourite opinions 
leads authors sometimes to pervert, or 
at least to modify, facts in favour of 
those who have embraced these opi- 
nions, or to the disadvantage of such as 
have opposed them. These kinds of 
seduction are so much the more dan- 
gerous, as those whom they deceive are, 
in innumerable cases, insensible of their 
delusion, and of the false representa- 

‘tions of things to which it leads them.”* 
These observations serve to show the 
danger to which the student is exposed, 
and the extreme caution which it is ne- 
cessary for him to use in this matter. 
The especial importance of this to us 
is farther evinced by the strong support 
which the doctrines of episcopacy derive 
from the history of the early church, 
and from the opinions of the protestant 
divines who conducted the reformation. 
—In this view then, how greatly de- 
sirable is the assistance of those who 
have made this branch of theology their 
study; whose business it is to lay open 





* Ecclesiastical History, vol. i. p. 29. 
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its several parts before him, to direct 
him to the proper sources of informa- 
tion, and to preserve nim from the 
errors of inexperienced youth, and of 
private judgment? 

In the study of Christian evidences 
also, the same advantages are apparent. 
The open objections of infidels may be 
met and rebuffed without great difficul- 
ty; for in most instances they carry 
their own refutation with them, and 
prove their own fallacy by the injurious 
and absurd consequences to which they 
lead. But the doubts advanced by the 
philosophical unbeliever, are of a dif- 
ferent character. Their blackness is 
hidden under the cloak of science, and 
their subtlety perplexes, even when it 
does not convince. To what danger 
then, must the inexperienced youth be 
exposed, who is reduced to the neces- 
sity of encountering such enemies with 
his own unassisted strength, or, at best, 
with but slight means of resistance !— 
And, on the other hand, how greatly 
wil] his confidence be strengthened and 
his faith confirmed, by a previous well- 
ordered course of instruction, which 
prepares him for these difficulties, at 
the same time that it qualifies him for 
their removal ! 

2. As regards the prime object of 
theological instruction—practical im- 
provemen!—turther consideration is ne- 
cessary. It is allowed’ that acquire- 
ments of the highest order will avail 
nothing—in fact, will be highly inju- 
rious, unless directed and sanctified by 
a fervent and enlightened spirit of piety. 
Now, it is questioned by many, whe- 
ther this desirable and necessary object 
is best promoted by a public or private 
education. It nas often been asserted— 
and there is certainly ground for the 
opinion—that too much attention to 
learning, to external literary accom- 
plishments, will tend by degrees to 
withdraw the mind from the sober rou- 
tine of devotional duties.—But let us 
trust, that this “ science falsely so call- 
ed,” will never disgrace our public se- 
minaries. The object proposed by them 
is, to provide not only “ a learned,” 
but “a pious and fractecal ministry.”* 
* Bishop Hobart’s Address on the i 
of the General Seminary. WF oe 

















Ashe SE, 





PS SIE TE OR, 


fn ee grein 


~ Sere EE een = 


{ 








270 Pastoral Letter from the House of Bishops. {Ne. 9. 


And unless a diligent study of the ori- 
ginal languages, of sacred criticism, 
Christian evidences, church polity, ec- 
clesiastical history, and systematic 
theology—unless the study of these can 
be supposed injurious in its tendency, 
this object will not be proposed in vain. 
In a public seminary, every thing unites 
to impress religion upen the heart, as 
well as upon the understanding. Our’s 
is not a faith which shrinks from exa- 
mination, or suffers by enlightened re- 
search. ‘To no one does scripture ad- 
dress itself so forcibly, as to him who 
has searched into its meaning, who has 
apprehended its spirit, and imbibed its 
unadulterated truth. Moreover, true 
Christian emulation must naturally 
exert a powerful influence in a public 
seminary. There we see young men 
engaged in the same studies, looking 
forward to theasame pursuits, and ex- 
pecting the same glorious reward of a 
well-spent stewardship. And whoever 
considers the influence of example, the 
impulse of comparison, and the efficacy 
of association, will easily allow the im- 
mense importance of this. We may 
naturally suppose that men so situated 
will urge each other forward in the glo- 
rious cause; that the fire which glows 
in the breast of one will be communi- 
cated to others, and the same spirit ani- 
mate all to approve themselves in the 
sight of God, “as workmen that need 
not be ashamed.” 

Thas it will happen, that knowledge 
and piety will be handmaids to each 
other, and together contribute to make 
‘the man of God perfect, thoroughly 
furnished unto all good works.” To 
produce this, many other circumstances 
concur in a public seminary, besides 
those already mentioned. It is suffi- 
cient to have dwelt a little on the fact, 
and to have considered some of the 
exceptions which are usually urged 
against it. Other considerations might 
be offered in favour of these institu- 
tions, of no small weight and import- 
ance. The promotion of Christian feel- 
ing, the consolidation of friendship, 
and the excitement of generous ardour, 
must result, with the divine blessing, 
from association for the same glorious 
object. See that generous youth who 
has followed the precept to remember 


his Creator “ while the evil days come 
not”—burning with zeal to advance 
the glorious work which his Saviour 
descended from heaven to accomplish, 
and with this view endeavouring to 
make a diligent use of the talent com- 
mitted to his care. How greatly will 
his ardour be increased, and his affec- 
tions enlarged, if he meets with kindred 
spirits to encourage and aid him in his 
onward course! Who then will say, 
that his progress should be checked, or 
his aspirations repressed, by the denial 
of that which experience and observa- 
tion show to be necessary ? 

It is not here pretended, that the im- 
perfect comparison which has been in- 
stituted will hold in all cases; or that 
the disadvantages of a private educa- 
tion will operate universally. We have 
in our own country many illustrious in- 
Stances to the contrary; and reason, 
equally with revelation, assures us that 
the greatest difficulties may be over- 
come, through God’s assistance, by per- 
severance, industry, and assiduity. But 
still, whatsoever will tend to lessen 
these difficulties, should be resorted to 
with alacrity, and pursued without he- 
sitation. That such is the tendency of 
a public seminary will, I think, be de- 
nied by none who have experienced its 
advantages, or attended to its effects. 
God, who overrules all things to the 
advancement of his glorious purposes, 
has promised to prosper the sincere, 
though feeble endeavours of his ser- 
vants; and what he has promised, if 
we faithfully perform our parts, he 
will assuredly fulfil. xX. 


A Pastoral Letter to the Clergy and Laity 

. of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
United States of America, from the Bi- 
shops of the same, assembled in General 
Convention, in St. Peter’s Church, in the 
City of Philadelphia, May, A. D. 1823. 


Brethren, 


Berne assembled in General Convention, 
with the clerical and lay deputies of our 
church, from the several sections of the 
union, we comply with a call of duty laid 
on us by the forty-fifth canon of 1808, in 
presenting to you this pastoral address. 

We congratulate our church at large on 
the addition to the episcopal body, made 
during the session of this convention, by 
the consecration of a bishop for the state 
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of North-Carolina. Our prospects were, 
for a long time, especially discouraging, 
because of the prostration of our church in 
that district of our civil union. Within 
these few years, the scene had brightened, 
by deputies sent to the last three General 
Conventions, and by well attested informa- 
tion of the increase of congregations, and 
of renewed attention to religious institu- 
tions. Under the influence of feelings 
excited by these events, it cannot but be 
highly gratifying to us, to have bad per- 
sonal agency in conveying the episcopal 
character to a brother unanimously elect- 
ed for that department of the vineyard ; 
whom we receive with confidence to parti- 
cipation in our counsels ; and from whose 
qualifications we hope, that under the di- 
vine blessing, he will be eminently useful 
in extending the kingdom of the Redeemer. 

We behold with pleasure, the accession 
of deputies from the church in the state of 
Georgia, the only one of the original thir- 
teen states of the union,which had hitherto 
borne no part in our proceedings: not, as 
is believed, from the not feeling of any in- 
terest in the welfare of our church; but 
because of the want of suitable persons to 
give a beginning to energetic measures, for 
the revival of her dormant institutions. 

There has been submitted to us by the 
house of clerical and lay deputies, an ex- 
hibition, gathered from the reports of the 
several local conventions, of the circum- 
stances of the church within their respec- 
tive bounds. 

On the perusal of the statements, it be- 
came to us an agreeable subject of contem- 
plation, that our church, throughout these 
states, is on the increase; as is attested 
by the many new churches erected in va- 
rious places, and by additions to the num- 
bers of worshippers in very many.of the 
congregations. May God grant, that in 
proportion as there shall be seen in her 
what verifies the promise to the church 
generally, of there being “a lengthening 
of the cords and a strengthening of the 
stakes of her habitations,” there may be 
found a proportionate “ adorning of the 
doctrine of our God and Saviour in all 
things.” But while we cherish the hope 
that the labours of the ministry have not 
beer without fruit in relation to this its 
great end; yet we are aware, that, to use 
the language of one of our articles, “ the 
evil will ever be mingled with the good,” 
or, to use the more authoritative language 
of our Saviour, that “ the tares will grow 
together with the wheat,” and that, there- 
fore, there will still press on ourselves, 
and on all our reverend brethren, the 
charge laid on us in ordination, of “ never 
ceasing our labour, our care, and our dili- 

gence, until we have done ail that lieth in 
us, according to our bounden duty,” to 
bring all “such as are or shall be commit- 
ted to our charge, unto that agreement in 
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the faith and knowledge of God, and to 
that ripeness and perfectness of age in 
Christ, that there be no place left amon 
us either for error in religion or for vi- 
ciousness in life.” Especially, the calling 
of sinners to repentance, and the carrying 
of the consolations of the gospel to the 
bosoms, as well of those in sorrow under 
the sense of sin, as of those borne down by 
any of the calamities of life, will be, to the 
faithful minister, incentives to constant 
anxiety and exertion. A'so, to the godly 
of every occupation, there will be motives 
to the doing of whatever may reasonably 
be expected, for the encouraging of him 
in his pastoral duties. 

From the same statements, we derive 
the satisfaction of finding, that it has . 
pleased God to give his blessing on the 
endeavours which have been put forth, as 
well by individuals as by religious asso- 
ciations, for the extending of the means of 
grace, both to destitute and decaying con- 
gregations which had been formerly flou- 
rishing, and to the people of our commu- 
nion in those extensive tracts of country 
which have been lately subjected to culti- 
vation; and in which, without aid from the 
seats of their former residence, there is 
the danger of the degenerating of their 
posterity to utter ignorance of the truths 
of our holy religion ; and consequently to 
licentiousness, and perhaps to barbarism. 
But while we rejoice i every instance of 
Christian zeal, put forth for the perpetu- 
ating of the light of the gospel wherever 
it is in danger of being lost, we cannot 
shut our eyes to the notorious facts that 
the breaches made in our Zion, during for- 
mer years of distress, are not yet repaired ; 
and that the growth of the new settlements 
in population, is beyond proportion to any 
aids which have been administered to 
them. Although the latter circumstance 
is the result of the many years of the un- 
exampled prosperity of our common coun- 
try; yet we foresee, that however great 
this blessing in itself, it calls for the al- 
liance of religion; without which, it will 
eventually be a calamity, by a deteriora 
tion of the national character, poisoning 
the sources of public happiness. 

It is a more unmixed source of satisfac- 
tion to us, that there is visible, over the. 
face of our communien, a disposition to 
strengthen the bonds of Christian charity ; 
and to avoid such questions as gender 
strife, and often end in schism. From the 
beginning of our organization, this temper 
of conciliation has been manifested; and 
may therefore be humbly hoped to have 
been generated by the gracious influences 
of the great Being, who, as one of our col- 
lects expresses it, is “‘ the Author of peace 
and lover of concord” ‘That there should 
be occasionally differences of opinion, es- 
pecially on subjects locally interesting, is 
to be expected from the imperfection and 
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the frailties of human nature. But they 
may stop short of material injury, if they 
should hereafter, as heretofore, be con- 
ducted with moderation, and yield to the 
interposition of healing counsels; which, 
under the blessing of God, may improve 
such occasions to the promoting of his 
glory, by their being made provocatives 
to love and to good works. 

It is no small addition to the satisfac- 
tion of “ being at peace among ourselves,” 
that we are on terms of good neighbour- 
hood and Christian sympathy, with our 
fellow Christians of other denominations. 
We promised in ordination, to “ maintain 
and set forwards, as much as in us should 
lie, quietness, peace, and love among all 
Christian people :” and although this ob- 
ject is not to be acconiplished by the sur- 
rendering of gospel truth, since we are 
bound to “ contend for the faith once de- 
livered to the saints;” yet it is a duty 
which may be discharged under the con- 
trol of Christian meekness. Moreover, if 
it should seem to any, that, for the “ fol- 
lowing of peace with all men,” there 
should be an abandonment of those pro- 
eng of our church, which we believe to 

rave descended to us from the earliest and 

best ages; such compliance would not 
only be contrary to obligations most so- 
lemnly assumed, but, far from promoting 
the proposed object of conciliation, would 
be more operative than any other cause 
that can be imagined, to the opening of a 
door for the hydra of religious controver- 
sy- The wisest and the most Christian 
course that can be pursued by us, is to 
conduct the concerns of our church agree- 
ably to its matured and long existing in- 
stitutions, and under the sense of respon- 
sibility to its Divine Head; but without 
reference to others, professing to worship 
the same God through the merits of the 
game Redeemer; except to put the most 
favourable construction on their acts, to 
rejoice in any good resulting from them, 
and scrupulously to avoid whatever may 
have a tendency to excite angry passions, 
either in them or in ourselves. 

In our former pastoral letters, we have 
freely delivered our opinions on the various 
points which were considered by us, at the 
several times, as the most interesting to 
our communion. They are still held by us 
in the same grade of importance: but at 
present, we rather refer to those addresses, 
as records of the sentiments which we are 
still desirous of sustaining, and of impress- 
ing on the minds of all degrees of per- 
sons within our church; in order that we 
may, at this time, invite your attention to 
two institutions, which were matured and 
solemnly established by the late special 
convention, held in the autumn of the year 
1821. We mean the theological seminary 
located in the city of New-York, and the 
society for domestic and foreign missions, 
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the seat of which is the city of Philadel- 
hia. 

. Although our more immediate motive 
to the combining of the two institutions in 
this address, is, their being coincident in 
regard to the period of their respective or- 
ganization ; yet we also consider them as 
having a bearing on one another. The 
theological seminary may be expected to 
increase the number of labourers in the 
Lord’s vineyard; and it is owing to a defi- 
ciency in this particular, added to there 
being so many destitute congregations in 
the long settled states, that so few have 
felt the calls of religious ardour, or con- 
ceived of it as a duty, to give their per- 
sonal agency, in extending the influence 
of religion over states recently organized 
and settled. There being a central point, 
around which there will be congregated 
young men from different sections of the 
union, will be a mean, not only of binding 
to diligence in study, but of the excite- 
ment of religious zeal. 

For some considerable time, the design 
of a theological seminary wavered between 
the scheme of its being constituted for 
the whole union, and that of its being left 
entirely to the discretion of any of the 
authorities in the different diocesses, in 
which there should be felt competency 
combined with inclination. The latter 
principle was favoured by considerations 
not unworthy of attention, but yielding to 
the advantages considered as attached to 
the other scheme of a general seminary ; 
which, it is to be hoped, will be more and 
more developed. It has been thought not 
likely, that, for the purpose of accommo- 
dation to sections distant from one ano- 
ther, there could be a sufficient number of 
diocesses, the schools of which cold raise 
funds adequate to the giving of scope to 
the talents of professors in the various 
branches ; and provide, in other respects, 
for what could be requisite for the sup- 
porting of them with reputation and use- 
fulness. Besides, in proportion to the 
number of students, there may be expect- 
ed a correspondent measure of excitement 
to study, and of information arising from 
the mutual exchange of sentiment in reli- 
gious conversation. Under either of the 
schemes, and within the sphere of such 
communications, there may arise differ- 
ences of opinion issuing in controversies, 
sometimes verging either to the generat- 
ing of uncharitableness, or to the opening 
of a door to real or supposed error. If the 
issue should be the obtruding of dogmas 
alien from the great truths of religion, and 
threatening the peace and the orthodoxy 
of our communion, they will be more likely 
to be borne down by a board of professors, 
and by a competent number of trustees, 
enjoying the confidence of the representa- 
tive body of the church, than in circum- 
stances under which an equal weight of 
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opinion is not generally to be expected. In 
cases, more likely to occur, of variety of 
opinion not endangering the essential in- 
terests of religion; and to which, there- 
fore, the exercise of authority should not 
extend, we suppose—and our opinion on 
the point is independent on all considera- 
tions besides the nature of the subject— 
that intolerance would be more apt to 
show its hedd within a very limited, than 
within a very enlarged sphere. It were 
much to be apprehended, that on subjects 
on which latitude is designedly tolerated 
by the church, opposite instructions would 
be the standards of orthodoxy in different 
places ; the opposing parties affirming of 
their respective sentiments, that they are 
fundamental. 

For these reasons, and for others less 
prominent, preference has been given to 
the general plan which has been establish- 
ed by the special convention; and which 
carries to our minds a great weight of re- 
commendation, from the improvements 
which have been made by that body, at 
the cost of the sacrifice of local partiali- 
ties. We are aware, however, of the cases 
which happen of young men, who can be 
supported under parental roofs, and within 
the reach of instruction; while their means 
may be incompetent to distant journeys 

residence. The wants of our church 
are too many and too pressing to permit 
the discouragement, in reference to the 
ministry, of any persons possessed of the 
requisite qualifications; who may have 
been under the tuition of some learned and 
pious clergyman of our communion. 

From the concerns of the theological 
seminary, we pags to those of the society 
for domestic and foreign missions. The 
objects contemplated by it, had engaged 
the attention of our church, at an early pe- 
riod of its organization. In the year 1789, 
and in the first convention held after the 
‘obtaining of the episcopacy, there was 
brought forwards and adopted a plan for 
the carrying of the design into effect; and 
in some places, there were incipient pro- 
ceedings under it. So depressed, however, 
at that time, was the state of our commu- 
nion generally ; and in very many and very 
large tracts of country, so destitute had 
the population become of the means of 
grace, after having formerly enjoyed them 
agreeably to the ministry and the services 
of our church, that without intermediate 

revivals of our institutions, where they 
had become dormant, there was wanting a 
sufficient basis on which to construct a 
machinery, the operation of which might 
be expected to be felt in districts recently 
subjected to cultivation, and in large states 
rising into existence. In the mean while, 
the field for Christian zeal was continually 
enlarging, not without exciting deep feel- 
ing . = minds for the wants of our dis- 
tant brethren; but without the prospect, 
You. VI. 
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until or i of undertaking their relief 
with a sufficient degree of confidence of 
success. 

The time is at last come, when, in the 
estimation of the representative body of 
our church, her energies should be put 
forth for the effectuating of the object. At 
the meeting of the directors in the month 
of May last, there was appointed an exe- 
cutive committee, with limited powers, 
but competent to the appointing of agents 
for the obtaining of funds; to be in readi- 
ness for the choosing of missionaries at 
the next anuual meeting, determined by 
the constitution to be coincident with that 
of the present convention. 

The agents of the executive committee 
have beeh industrious in the discharge of 
the duties of their appointments: but al- 
though their endeavours have not been 
without the fruit of pecuniary contribue 
tions, paid into the treasury; yet we de- 
pend, principally, on the zeal which they 
have been the mean of exciting in various 
places; and on the measures which have 
been consequently put into operation, with 
the fairest prospects of success. 

Although the success of the executive 
committee, constituted in May last, has 
fallen short of their expectations; yet it is 
partly owing to a cause not to be regret- 
ted, because answering the same purpose 
in other lines of direction—the instituting 
of missionary societies in several states, 
in which they had not before existed, for 
the supply of the wants of destitute dis- 
tricts in the said states respectively. So 
far as this provision extends, it is propore 
tionably a relief of the general society; 
and although it is earnestly wished and 
hoped, that wherever there exists a local 

society, there will be the concurrence of 
aid to the object contemplated by the Ge- 
neral Convention of our chureh; yet we do 
not undertske, in regard to any part of 
the union, to calculate the comparative 
weights of the different claims: of which, 
in every case, the church in question 
should be considered as the proper judge. 
Be the determinations on those compari« 
sons what they may, we trust that where- 
ever there may be bestowed benefactions 
for the sending of missionaries to people 
destitute of the means of grace, there will 
not be denied a portion of the benefit to 
the inhabitants of those extensive districts, 
who have especial claims from the recency 
of their settlements, and their distances 
from the ministry which they look to as 
legitimate. . 
Our western brethren stand to us in & 
relation like that in which the elder states 
were to our parent church, before the se- 
verance of the political tie connecting 
then : or rather, the community of interest 
is stronger in the present case, on account 
of the nearness of neighbourhood. Of the 
aids which were extended to us, under the 
35 
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excitements of the venerable prelates of 
that church, there are imperishable re- 
cords. The bishops of the American 
church are anxious to follow the honour- 
able example, which has been transmitted 
to them with the episcopal succession ; 
and they hope that the episcopalians 
throughout the union will adopt the mea- 
sure of showing themselves worthy of the 
beneficence which was extended to their 
forefathers, and that they will repay the 
benefit, not in the quarter from which it 
came, and where it is neither wanted nor 
demanded; but to bodies of our fellow- 
members of the same communion; who 
Possess claims similar to those which we 
know to have not been made in vain. 

It may be a question, whether, in default 
of this, the vicinity of the old states to the 
new, do not only not profit the latter, but 
operate to their loss. In England, there 
have lately risen societies, some of them 
composed wholly of members of the estab- 
lished church of that country; and others 
considerably under the influence of per- 
sons of the same description, which ex- 
tend their Christian beneficence to many 
and very rem te realms. The most distant 
parts of Asia and of Africa have felt the 
effects of their zeal. What should prevent 
their taking of our western settlements 
under their fostering cure? Tt may be sup- 
posed that nothing would prevent it, were 
applications made, and were supplies des- 
paired of from a nearer source, more rea- 
sonably looked to. God forbid that so 
foul a stain should attach to the American 
church and to her children. 

From the tenor of the reasons given in 
favour of the domestic branch of the mis- 
sionary society, it cannot but appear that 
we contemplate it as the more prominent 
object of the institution. We, however, 
consider the foreign department of it, as 
not only enjoined on us and on all the 
members of the church by the terms of 
the constitution; but to rest on our con- 
sciences, as the exaction of Christian chari- 
ty, and issuing out of the high command— 
**Go into all the world, and preach the 
Gospel to every creature.” Other denomi- 
nations of professing Christians have been 
before us in this work. Is it, then, that 
our standards of doctrine, or that our 
mocles of worship, are less worthy of pro- 
pagation, or less likely to conciliate the 
understandings, or to interest the feelings 
of persons in the darkness of heathenism? 
We trust that neither of these is the fact. 
Why then should we be backward to take 
our share of labour and of expense, in the 
great tield lately opened to the zeal of the 

thristian world? In regard te bodies of 
professing Christians, whose principles 
differ from those of our Apostolic Church, 
we respect their zeal, and rejoice in any 
good which may be achieved by it. But we 
aubmit, as a subject of very serious consi- 
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deration, whether their laudable endea. 
yours may not have a pernicious effect on 
the credit of our religious institutions; 
so as to lessen the probability of their be- 
ing received within any sphere where 
they may be promulged. For although 
we do not concede that zeal is an exact 
measure of the truth which it may be call. 
ed forth to propagate; yet there may seem 
cause to doubt of the validity of tenets, 
which, not merely from peculiarity of 
time or of place, but generally, and among 
a widely extended population, do not ex- 
cite to the spreading of the knowledge of 
what is supposed to be connected with 
the highest interests of mankind. 

We are not strangers to the insufficiency 
of many attempts, in former times put 
forth, for the extending of the religion of 
the Redeemer: but we detect the princi- 
pal cause of failure, in the incompatibility 
of the means with the end. When the 
sword and the cross have been beheld in 
an unnatural union, for the subjecting of 
nations to crowns having no title to their 
allegiance; and to a supremacy in the 
church, having no foundation in the scrip- 
tures; it is not surprising that there 
should either be generated deadly hatred ; 
or that there should ensue a profession 
decorated by the name of Christian, but 
having little else to constitute a title to 
the character. When attempts have been 
made under better auspices, and with pu- 
rity of motive, but under such mistaken 
views of the subject as to substitute evan- 
escent feeling for “ the demonstration of 
the spirit and of power ;” thatis, evidence 
of prophecy and of miracle, with which 
the Apostles made their extensive con- 
quests within the former deminion of hea- 
thenism; it is no matter of wonder that 


there should be but little good accom. , 


plished, and no lasting effect of that little. 
It is to be hoped that the time is come, 
when not only a more righteous, but a 
more intelligent zeal has found its open- 
ings, and is in successful progress. 
Although we have placed this matter 
in the second degree of importance ; yet 
we cannot but be of opinion, that there 
are two claims of the kind, which ought 
to press on us with great weight. One 
of them is that which comes from the 
western coast of Africa; and the other is 
that which reaches us from our aboriginal 
neighbours, in the western regions of our 
continent. It is not enough that we wit- 
ness increasing conviction and abhorrence 
of the iniquity of the slave trade. There 
should be acknowledgment of past error, 
in energy to be now put forth, for the re- 
deeming of the injured country from ido- 
latry and barbarism. As for the Indians 
on our borders, it is notorious that be- 
sides the frauds sometimes practised, and 
the wars provoked, for the obtaining of 
the possession of their lands, the circum~ 
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stance that the first settlers among them 
are often of the dregs of our population, 
has infused into their moral character 
many poisonous ingredients, to which they 
were strangers until their intercourse 
With emigrants from Europe. Shall the 
time never come, when the injury done, 
and still doing to them, shall receive a 
counterbalance, in a benefit which could 
not fail'to bind them to us in an everlast- 
ing chain of friendship ? 

If there be any who still contend that 
the more distant claims should be entirely 
lost sight of in the contemplation of thase 
who have sprung from the same commu- 
nity with ourselves; let such persons be 
aware, that there are very many of their 
fellow citizens, of the same church with 
themselves, who, without being insensible 
of the claims of the nearer duty, are con- 
vinced that something also should be done 
for the accomplishing of the decree of God, 
“giving to his blessed Son the heathen 
for his inheritance.” With us the ques- 
tion is, wuether zeal of this description 
shall have an opportunity afforded to it, 
of contributing the stream of its benefi- 
cence through the channel of our own 
church, or shall be poured through some 
other less acceptable, yet tending to tlic 
accomplishment of the object. It would 
not be unnatural, if, with many, on a com- 
parison of the merits of different systems, 
the matter now treated of should turn the 
balance to our disadvantage. — ' 

While we press on the attention of the 
members of our church the interests of 
two institutions, in the success of which, 
as we conceive, her reputation, her in- 
crease, and her usefulness very much de- 
pend; we are sensible of the merits of 
several other spécies of association, which, 
of late years, within her bounds, as within 
those of other societies, have been formed 
with the view of cherishing and of extend- 
ing religious belief and practice. Such 
are Sunday schools, societies for the dis- 
tributing of the Bible, of the Book of Com- 
mon Prayer, of the Homilies,and of instruc- 
tion in the form of tracts, suited to ordi- 
nary apprehension. Although we avoid en- 
larging on the merits of the expedients 
thus adopted for the furtherance of piety ; 
and to which we have given our aid in our 
respective dioceses; it is not a diminished 
opinion of their importance: since we still 
contemplate them as entering into the 
ground.work of what is represented in the 
Apocalypse, under the image of an “ an- 
gel flying in the midst of heaven, having 
the everlasting Gospel to preach unto 
them that dwell on the earth, and to every 
nation, and tongue, and kindred, and peo- 
ple.” But instead of enlarging on these 
topics, we rather, at this time, call the at- 
tention to the source from which they 
have issued—the excitement of late years 
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given to the public mind, prompting the 
expedients which have been devised for 
evangelizing of the world. 

It is not many years ago, when infidelity 
Was seen waving high her standard ; first 
erecting it in the old world, and glory- 
ing in the prospect of the extirpauon of 
the name of Christ trom under heaven. 
Who would have believed, if it had been 
foretold, that the providence of God was 
then laying a train of causes, which should 
speedily cnd in successful expedients for 
the extending of the religion of the Gospel, 
wherever commerce uniurls her flag, and 
whereyer political interests open the door 
of communication of one nation with an- 
other? Not only this, but that in countries 
professing Christianity, with apathy to 
the spiritual wants of the lower orders of 
society, the time was now come, when, in 
every cottage, and in every hovel, so far as 
endeavours can accomplish, there shall be 
the book which contains the glad tidings 
of salvation? and even not these things 
only; but that for the giving of the greater 
effect to its inestimable contents, there 
shall, if possible, be none advancing to 
the age of maturity, without having this 
treasure unlocked to their perusal by abi- 
lity to read? Such are the plans of the 
moral government of God, by which he 
verifies the saying indited under the in- 
spiration of his Spirit“ Surely, the wrath 
of man shall praise thee.” 

It was not in the old world only, that 
infidelity had spread its poison, in every 
department of politics, of science, and of 
manners ; threatening ruin to our institu- 
tions in their infancy ; which it were folly 
to think to sustain, under its demoralizing 
influence. That the friends of religion 
should mourn over the increasing epide- 
mic, was to be expected. But, in addition, 
all friends of social order have been alarm- 
ed at the prospect of the guiph to which 
they saw the public mind advancing. The 
eflect is the conviction, that the mterests 
of time, even if those of eternity were put 
out of view, demand the retracing of the 
steps. That in addition to this, many 
have been drawn to a serious weighing of 
the things which belong to their peace, is 
evident in an increased regard to the or- 
dinances of religion, among all denomina- 
tions of professing Christians; and in a 
growing concurrence in all promising € )- 
deavours for the extending of the king- 
dom of the Redeemer. We may perceive 
the operation of this spirit, in the many 
societies formed for the increase of reh- 
gious knowledge: and were no such socie- 
ties to be seen among us, the same fact 
would be established by the mass of Bi- 
bles, which, of late years, have been print- 
ed and sold with a view to honourable 
gain—in number, far beyond proportion 
to the increase of population, great as it 
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unquestionably is. In these events, we 
muy perceive a crisis, similar to that which 
drew from our Saviour the saying —* Lift 
up your eyes and look on the fields, for 
they are white already to harvest.” 

Brethren, we consider the excitement 
noticed, as adding immense weight to the 
obligation always lying, of our contribut- 
ing in our several spheres, to the extend- 
ing of the influence of true religion. For 
although there are never wanting oppor- 
tunities to this effect; yet they especially 
abound, when the spirit of inquiry is 
awake, and when there are appesrances 
of a verifying of the promises of God in 
scripture. These promises will be fulfill- 
ed; but it will be by the mean of human 
agency; and it is the province of religious 
wisdom, to mark the seasons of sensibility, 
and to suit its efforts to the occasions. 

On the clergy in particular, we make 
the call to put forth their zealous exer- 
tions, in reference, not only to the point 
the last pressed, but to all the matters 
comprehended in this address: and while 
we wish the admonition to be brought 
home with power to our own hearts, we 
entreat the prayers of all orders of persons 
in this church, for our having of wisdom 
to discern, and grace to execute, whatever 
may conduce to her spiritual welfare, and 
to the glory of her Divine Head. 

Signed by order of the House of Bishops, 

WILLIAM WHITE, 
Presiding Bishop. 
Philadelphia, May 26th, 1823. 
—— 


Notices of the lute Archbishap of Cashel, 
from a Review in the British Critic 
of Dr. Jebb’s Visitation Sermon. 


DescenvEp of a family ennobled 
for services and merit, the Hon. Charles 
Brodrick, shortly after his return to 
Treland from Cambridge, where he had 
graduated, received ordination from his 
friend and father-in-law, Dr. Wood- 
ward, at that time Bishop of Cloyne. 


* The first parochial act of our late 
revered diocesan was worthy of his in- 
stitutor and himself; it was in charac- 
ter with every subsequent act of his ex- 
emplary life. From an overwhelming 
sense of duty, at a period when very 
lax notions prevailed respecting cleri- 
cal residence, in opposition to the re- 
monstrances of many friends, he be- 
¢ame an immediate resident on a mo- 
derate benefice, in a wild uninhabited 
country, in a damp uncomfortable 
house: and there he continued to re- 
side, during an inclement winter season, 
with considerable risk, and no small 
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actual detriment, to his own delicate 
health, and, what with him was a far’ 
more serious consideration, to the 
health of his dearest earthly friend, In 
this humble sphere, he was the guar- 
dian, the instructor, the benefactor of 
the poor: and, when moved to a pa- 
rish of larger extent, in which his fa- 
mily influence was considerable, the 
whole weight of that influence was in- 
variably employed in the service of re- 
ligion and humanity; while, in mat- 
ters that intimately regarded the disci- 
pline and government of the diocese, 
he afforded his good father-in-law much 
valuable aid: and thus, under the best 
training, he was gradually prepared for 
the duties of that more elevated station, 
to which, in due time, and with the ap- 
probation of all goad men, he was most 
deservedly called.” 


From the see of Clonfert, which he 
held but a short time, Bishop Brodrick 
was translated to that of Kilmore, where 

“In primitive simplicity of life and 
manners, in single devoted kindness to 
all classes of his clergy, in grave yet 
gentle admonition to some, in delicate 
and wise encouragement of others, in 
that conscientious feeling of responsi- 
bility which influenced his whole con- 
duct, and in that deep, unostentatious 
piety which was the source and soul of 
all the rest, he proved himself a wor- 
thy and congenial successor of the 
apostolic Bedel.” 


But the chief field of his exertion was 
the see of Cashel; and his parental care 
of that archiepiscopal diocese is thus 
beautifully exhibited: 


“It was his special care, wherever 
they were wanting, to procure churches, 
glebes, and glebe-houses ; and thus to 
make effectual provision for the settle- 
ment throughout his diocese, of a resi- 
dent and operative clergy. This, he 
justly conceived, was the foundation of 
all ecclesiastical improvement; to this, 
accordingly, in the first place, he bent 
the full vigour of his active mind; how 
successfully, the present state of things 
will amply testify: for, perhaps, it may 
not be too much to affirm, that the 
whole united church cannot produce a 
body of clergy more generally resident, 
than the clergymen of this diocese. 
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But, while our late archbishop was 
anxious to furnish his clergy with pro- 
per dwellings, he was yet more solicit- 
ous, when occasion offered, to fill those 
dwellings with a proper clergy. The 
distribution of preferments was, with 
him, a sacred trust; a vacancy was 
ever a serious pressure on his censcien- 
tious mind ; and the breath of calumny 
has never dared to whisper, that, in a 
single instance, did the least tincture of 
selfishness or secularity ming:2 with the 
purity of his episcopal choice. Over a 
clergy thus chosen, he presided with 
the impartiality of wisdom, and oflove; 
and while, at the seat of his rule, he 
set every spring in healthful activity ; 
no corner of his diocese, however re- 
mote, was uncheered by the glance of 
his parental eye: the extremities were 
always animated by the life-blood 
which flowed warm from the heart. 
His discipline, accordingly, was the 
discipline of kinduess : exact, but not 
severe, he effected that by mildness and 
conciliation, which others might vainly 
have attempted by coercion and re- 
straint; a hint, a word, a look from 
him, had most persuasive energy : 
while his clergy derived wisdom from 
his advice, they imbibed goodness from 
his manner: in the necessary inter- 
course of business, when we entered 
his study, we came, as it were, into a 
sanctuary ; yet, such was the gracious- 
ness of his demeanour, that the famili- 
arity of the friend was chastened only 
by reverence for the parent. 


“‘ But the influence of his example, 
and the weight of his authority, were 
telt not merely ina single diocese: they 
extended through an ampler sphere; 
and their effects upon it will, in many 
important particulars, be felt by gene- 
rations get unborn. In the course of 
his triennial visitations, and by a fre- 
quent and extensive correspondence, 
he made himself accurately acquainted 
with the situation, the wants and capa- 
bilities, of every parish, in every dio- 
cese, of the province of Munster. His 
rules and orders, niade with delibera- 
tion, were enforced with firmness: and 
it was his happiness that, in most in- 
stances, he met the cordial co-opera- 
tion of his suffragan bishops; some of 
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whom, with manly and modest can- 
dour, have publickly declared, that the 
improvement of their dioceses and 
their clergy, was chiefly attributable 
to the fatherly care of our good arch- 
bishop. Hew much pure religion he 
was, in this way, the providential in- 
strument of diffusing, it is not for us to 
cenjecture; that will be made mani- 
fest ouly in the day of final retribution. 
But one matter at least of transcendent 
national importance, is placed beyond 
all reasonable doubt ; that, by his suc- 
cessful exertions to promote clerical re- 
sidence throughout this great province, 
he did what in him lay, towards provid- 
ing the only substitute which many 
large neglected districts now possess, 
for the natural guardians of the soil, for 
pur absentee lay proprietors. 


‘“‘ But his labours did not terminate 
here. From a sense of duty, and to 
mect the honourable confidence repos- 
ed in him by the executive government, 
he undertook, for many years, the 
charge of another diocese, and another 
povince; the archdiocese of Dublin, 
and province of Leinster: an accumu- 
lation of responsibility, unprecedented 
and unparalleled in the annals of the 
Irish church. This transaction was, 
on his part, no less disinterested, than 
it was peculiar: he accepted the juris- 
diction, without the patronage; the 
power of enforcing discipline, without 
the privilege of rewarding merit. But, 
even under this disadvantage, he prov- 
ed himself more than equal to the task. 
By mingling suavity and firmness, he 
conciliated every heart, and controlled 
every spirit. ‘The diocese, and pre- 
vince, in some respects, the most im- 
portant in our island, flourished under 
his protection: and when, with pure 
handsy he delivered up this great trust, © 
he was hailed by the unanimous and ~ 
grateful acknowledgments of an assem- 
bled clergy.” 


Amid these multifarious duties, which 
were not performed without many per- 
sonal sacrifices, that were cheertully 
made by the archbishop for the wel- 
fare of the church, he constantly found 
time to be a diligent student of the sa- 
cred scriptures, “‘as a scholar, as a 
divine, and, above all, as a devout and 
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humble Christian ;” to which he con- 
stantly added some portion of the prac- 
tical writings of the Greek or Latin 
Fathers, besides perusing the best the- 
ological publications of the day. 


* But, while such were his chosen 
pursuits, they never absorbed him; 
they never withdrew him from the bu- 
winess, the civilities, and the charities 
of ordinary life. How often have I 
seen him turn, with alacrity and cheer- 
fulness, from high religious thoughts, to 
the most trifling concerns that were 
brought b fore him ; but, especially, to 
any and every thing that regarded the 
welfare of his humblest feilow-mortal. 
A righteous versatility ; which shewed 
a mind at home and at ease in spiritual 
things ; and which, in the judgment of 
an ancient father, ‘is the truest test of 
spiritual perfection.’ But, there were 
yet more strictly private exercises, 
which no man knew of but himself. 
“He entered into his closet, and shut 
his door, and prayed unto his Father, 
who is in secret.’ His piety was too 
delicate to be obtruded upon others; 
it was seen only in its effects: in that 
total forgetfulness of self, which enabled 
him always to be considerate of others; 
in that plainness and simplicity of taste, 
which shunned all personal expense 
or show ; in that princely munificence 
of charity, which never tempted him to 
be unjust, but often left him impover- 
ished; in that mildness, that furbear- 
ance, that universal goodness, which 
made him the delight of his triends, and 
the ornament of human nature.” 


It may well excite astonishment how 
the archbishop could perform so many 
and great things for the public, and yet 
devote so much time to the cultivation 
of his mind. Dr. Jebb thus accounis 
for this circumstance: 

* The secret (he says) principally lay 
in these things : in winter and summer 
he was an early riser; he led a life of 
habitual abstemiousness; he was a 
strict economist of time; and his heart 
was in his duty. So entirely, indeed, 
was the love of duty his ruling passion, 
that, in the most delicate state of 
health, business, which, one would have 
thought, must overwhelm, seemed only 
to refresh him. It did, however, prey 
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upon his bodily frame; and, for many 
years, was silently undermining his 
constitution. But he was still devoted 
to his ministry. And I possess docu- 
ments in lis handwriting which prove, 
that, to the very last, he laboured with 
unabated zeal for the interests of the 
church, and the cause of our most holy 
faita. In concluding this imperfect 
outline of his character, I shall adopt 
the language of a pious writer, which 
cannot, i: my judgment, be more suit- 
ably applied: ‘Nunquam fuit ex toto 
otiosus ; sed, aut legens, aut scribens, 
aut orans, aut meditans, aut aliquid 
utilitatis pro communi laborans.’ ” 

Our readers, we feel persuaded, will 
think no apology necessary for the 
length of some of the preceding quo- 
tations, when we inform them that the 
sermon whence they are taken, is not 
primed for sale. A copy of it having 
found its way into our hands, we were 
desirous of imparting to them some por- 
tion of that eloquent discourse, with 
which we have been delighted: and 
while they will sympathize with the 
Church of Ireland in the loss she has 
sustained in the decease of archbishop 
Brodrick, they will participate in the 
emotions of pleasure, with which (we 
know) the most learned and exemplary 
clergymen in that country have hailed 
the elevation of Bishop Magee and the 
Rev. Dr. Laurence to the archiepiscopal 
sees of Dublin and of Cashel; to whose 
names, if report speak correctly, we 
may now add the learned author of this 
discourse and of “ Sacred Literature,” 
the Rey. Dr. Jebb, who is stated to have 
been nominated to the see which has 
become vacant by the late episcopal 
translations in Ireland. 








Progress of the Church Missionary 
Society. 


Ar the end of the first ten years, 
says the report tor 1823, this society had 
only about 200 scholars, they have now 
11,000; they bad not more than 20 
hearers, they have now many thou- 
sands; they had not one single convert, 
they have now above a thousand stated 
communicants; and while they are thus 
successful, their coadjutors in all other 
missionary societies meet with similar 
prosperity. 
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September, 1825.] 
For the Christian Journal. 


Family and Private Prayers, taken 
chiefly from the Liturgy of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church in the 
United States of America, and from 
the Liturgy of the Church of Eng- 
land. By William Berrian, an As- 
sistant Minister of Trinity Crurch, 
New-York. 12mo. pp. 204.* 


A yvo.tume bearing this title has 
lately appeared from the press of the 
Messrs. Swords ; and, from an attentive 
examinati n of its contents, we hesitate 
not to recommend it to the pious of all 
denominations, but more especially to 
those who are of that communion at 
whose altars the reverend author minis- 
ters. Drawn, as it professes to be, al- 
most entirely from the liturgies of our 
own church, and her venerable mother 
the church of England, and expressed, 
for the most part, in the very words of 
those formularies, it cannot fail to be 
an acceptable offering to all, who, while 
they worship God “in spirit and in 
truth,” would present to him the daily 
tribute of their prayers and praises in 
language which the services of the sanc- 
tuary have impressed on their minds, 
and endeared to their hearts. Of the 
several valuable assistances to private 
and family worship with which the de- 
vout members of our church have hi- 
therto been furnished, none, so far as 
our observation has extended, has been 
drawn up with immediate reference to 
this important consideration, Highly 
important indeed, and favourable to the 
best interests of unfeigned piety and 
true devotion, do we deem this feature 
of the present work to be. For if it be 
true, as few who are conversant with 
it will deny, that the liturgy of our 
church is, of all uninspired composi- 
tions, the best fitted for purposes of de- 
votion—if it be true, that, expressed 
frequently in the very words, it is at alt 
times in unison with the doctrines of 
holy writ-—if it be true, that, in some 
one of its several portions, every prin- 
ciple of the Christian faith is distinctly 
recognized, and every duty of the Chris- 
tian life earnestly and eloquently incul- 





* Sold by T.& J. Swords, No. 99 Pearl- 


street, New-York, price 75 cents. 
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cated—and‘if, in addition to all this, 
there be any thing in the authority and 
practice of the venerable martyrs to 
the cause of the reformation—any thing 
in the example of saints now gathered 
to their inheritance of glory—any 
thing, finally, in the best recollections 
of our life; the first impressions of 
early piety, the first determined pur- 
pose of youthful dedication to Gods 
then, surely, the nearer the approxima- 
tion to that volume which combines all 
these excellences, and forms the hal- 
lowed centre of all these endearing and 
inspiring associations, the greater will 
be the influence, and the more abun- 
dant and permanent the advantage. 
Having said thus much in approba- 
tion of the principle upon which the 
manual befere us has been compiled, 
we cannot better illustrate the extent to 
which it has been pursued, and the ge- 
neral plan of the werk, than in the 
words of the reverend author himself: 


“The principal part of it,” says he 
in his preface, “ is taken from our Book 
of Common Prayer, and the rest, which 
will appear new to many, is almost en- 
tirely drawn from the offices for special 
occasions in the liturgy of the church 
of England. Two or three of the 
thanksgivings, from a diflerent source, 
are written so much in the same style 
and spirit, as not to alter the cast of 
the work ; and frequently the compiler 
himself has thrown in such short peti- 
tions, or connecting clauses, as were 
necessary to give a proper fulness to 
some defective parts, and to preserve 
the harmony of others. Wherever the 
prayers were complete in themselves, 
he has generally transferred them as 
they stand; wherever they were too 
brief and imperfect, he has combined 
the substance of two or three, or col- 
lected the scattered expressions relating 
to any particular subject, so as to make 
one full and comprehensive prayer. 
But there has been in all cases astudied 
regard to the general form and charac- 
ter of the liturgy, the several parts of 
penitence, supplication, intercession, 
thanksgiving, and praise being kept 
distinct. The selections from the 
Psalms, and from the other prophetic 
and poetical parts of scripture, are 
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appropriate a¢companyments to the 
morning and evening prayers; and 
these fervent strains will enkindle the 
spirit of devotion, and render the exer- 
cises which follow more affecting and 
impressive.” 


Such was the plan pursued, and the 
result has in oar opinion beereininently 
successful. The services for the seve- 
ral mornings and evenings of the week 
—proportiened in their length to the 
convenience of family arrangements — 
are so varied as to embrace the ordinary 
varieties of domestic life; while, for 
other occasions, suitable forms are pro- 
vided. Intended primarily for the wor- 
ship of the family circle, they are easily 
appropriated to the devotions of the 
closet. The selections from the Psatms, 
and from seripture in general, admira- 
bly calculated, in the former case, to 
kindle the heart, and animate the 
tongue, afford to him who prays to his 
Father in secret, subjects for devout 
meditation, suitable to every fraine of 
mind, and fruitful of consolation amid 
all the “ changes and chances” to which 
this mortal life is subjeet. 

That this compilation was found dif- 
ficult and laborious can readily be con- 
ceived. That it has, in general, been 
happily executed, and in some instances 
(as in the prayer, “ O Eternal God,” 
en page 9—in the third prayer of the 
service for Tuesday evening—in the 
third of the service for Thursday even- 
ing—that beginning, “ Almighty God, 
our heavenly Father,” in the service for 
Friday evening—and the prayer on the 
80tlr page, “ Almighty God, by whom 
we were created,”) with admirable feli- 
eity, wilt readily be granted. 

In conclusion, we again recommend 
the volume before us to all churchmen. 
They will find preserved in it, not the 
sentiments and language only, but the 
very spirit of their iturgy. Its com- 
prehensive petitions, embracing “ all 
sorts and conditions of men,” while 
they enter into the heart of every indi- 
vidual, and bring up from its deep re- 
cesses the pure, warm current of the 
affections—its proper interchange of 
confession and praise, of intercession 
and supplication—its “ elegant simpli- 
city,” its “ reverential fervour,” its 
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“ noble elevation” —alf are there, and 
all tempered and harmonized by that 
true, evangelical unction, which, while 
it separates not the praying “ with the 
spirit,” from the praying “ with the 
understanding also ;” is far from being 
inconsistent with that celestial glow, 
which kindles every ip that has been 
touched with the fire of true devotion— 
that rapture, whiclt expands and ele- 
vates the contrite heart when offering 
up itself, with all its faculties and ener~ 
gies, a holy anda living sacrifice to Him, 
who has redeemed and sanctified it— 
that lifting up of the affections, far 
above the considerations of earth and 
the desires of time, which it is their pri- 
vilege to enjoy, who, like the blessed 
Proto-martyr, ‘ look steadfastly up to 
heaven,” and behold, by faith, the glory 
that is revealed for them at “ the right 
hand of God.” DELTA. 


== 
For the Christian Journal. 


Messrs. Sworps, 


‘Tue following attempt at an exposi- 
tion of a few of the leading qualifica- 
tions requisite to the attainment of a 
tolerable degree of pulpit eloquence, 
may be not unacceptable or useless to 
some of your numerous and respectable 
readers. On the one hand, this feeble 
sketch may serve to dispose to convic- 
tion the minds ef some who may have 
been inclined to expect too much from 
every one invested with the clerical of- 
fice, without considering the immense 
improbability that every one should be 
possessed of the qualifications indispen- 
sably requisite to the perfect clerical 
orator. They may, perhaps, be led into 
a train of reasoning which will at length 
convince them of the unreasonableness 
and impropriety of entertaining or ex- 
pressing dissatisfaction at the earnest 
and sincere efforts of a clergyman to 
instruct and improve his flock, though 
they may not be attended with that 
grace and spirit which is possessed by 
amore eloquent teacher. On the other 
hand, also, some who are more nearly 
concerned in the subject may be in- 
duced to turn their attention more par- 
ticularly to those important qualifica- 
tions, without which they can never ex- 


pect perfectly to satisfy eithey them- 
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selves or others, and which may, for 
the most part, be attained by earnest 
and persevering application. Should 
any, the least of these effects be pro- 
duced, it will surpass the hopes, though 
not the wishes of U.U. 

Ir is a trite remark, that in no sort 
gf public speaking has so little eminence 
been attained, as in pulpit oratory. 
While as many, perhaps more, enter 
upon that profession which requires 
their constant exercise in this branch of 
eloquence, as in the other professions 
which require the exercise of public 
speaking, how few do we find who at- 
tain to excellence; while at the bar 
and in the senate we perceive daily in- 
stances of the most shining superiority. 
By some, too ready to lay hold on the 
slightest occasions to abuse and vilify 
our holy religion in the persons of its 
professed defenders and supporters, it 
has been alleged that this arises from 
the comparative ignorance, indolence, 
and indifference of the clergy. ‘The 
calumny is scarce worthy of a refutal ; 
which, however, has been ably given 
by one who was qualified to judge in 
such a cause. But while the reasons 
why such a small number have been 
found preeminently excellent in pulpit 
oratory have been ably stated by a 
more skilful hand, it may not be amiss 
to notice a few of the requisites for the 
attainment of the perfect eloquence of 
the pulpit, which render it necessary 
that but comparatively few should ever 
reach the wished-for eminence. 

There is perhaps no sort of public 
speaking that requires more talent, 
learning, and prudence, than that exer- 
cised by those of the clerical profession. 

In matter, and in manner, the elo- 
quence of the pulpit differs greatly from 
that elsewhere exercised. 

Its matter is the most noble that can 
possibly be conceived. Whether the 
object be to set forth the infinite, ador- 
able, and incomprehensible nature of 
the Derry, and so to impress the minds 
vf his creatures with a holy and neces- 
sary fear: whether it be to show forth 
the greatness of redeeming love, and so 
to excite in the hearts of believers a 
lively and unceasing gratitude to their 
Saviour : whether it be to set forth the 
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rewards promised to those who shall 
persevere unto the end, and so to en- 
courage Christians in a firm and vn- 
shaken faith, and life correspondent 
thereunto: or whether it be by de- 
nouncing the dreadful wrath of the AL- 
micury to fill the sinner with awe, and 
rouse him from his dangerous lethargy : 
—what can be so awfully interesting, 
se unspeakably important? The sub- 
jects then being so noble, it is evident 
that language and sentiments equally, 
or at least proportionably noble, will be 
requisite to set them forth. For the 
invention of these, the highest talents 
can scarce suffice. 

Yet is this task rendered peculiarly 
difficult by the nature of the object. It 
is not, as in pleading at the bar, to set 
forth the merits or demerits of a parti- 
cular transaction, where a multitude of 
circumstances are awaiting the disposal 
and embellishment of the speaker, and 
where the chief object is to persuade, 
whether by ridicule, pathetic entreaty, 
or lofty eloquence: it is, upon a few 
simple facts, and some as simple though 
all-important doctrines, to ground ar- 
guments which may induce men to re- 
ceive our instructions with a willing 
mind, and readily to comply with our 
advice. It is not, as in the senate, to 
set in the most advantageous light the 
arguments for a particular side of the 
question in debate: it is to reason upon 
a matter, upon which there can be 
no dispute; to illustrate and enforce 
a doctrine or a precept, already suffi- 
ciently, and yet but too generally dis- 
regarded. The eloquence of the pulpit 
is distinguished from that of both the 
bar and the senate, by the spiritual and 
mysterious nature of its subjects. Both 
of the latter relate to matters which are 
continually passing before our eyes, and 
which excite a deep interest in the 
minds of our auditors. ‘They are such 
as we ourselves may be thoroughly ac- 
quainted with, and are perfectly known 
to those on whom we would produce 
an impression. But the pulpit orator 
has to enforce a subject which, though 
generally known in a slight and super- 
ficial degree, is but too seldom under- 
stood and experienced. His auditors 
are too generally but feebly interested 
in his subject, and his utmost endea- 
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yours are necessary to rouse their at- 
tention and excite their lambent affec- 
tions ; while tle most important parts 
of his discourse will be disregarded as 
trite and of little moment. ‘To guard 
against these evils, by at once securing 
ihe attention of the audience by excit- 
ing their affections, and commanding 
their cool approbation by force of rea- 
soning and clearness of expression, re- 
quires no common abilities. 

[Vo be continued. | 


ee 





From the Gospel Advocate, for Aug. 1523. 
Massachusetts Convention. 


THe annual convention of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church in the state 
of Massachusetts was held in St. Paul’s 
ehurch, Boston, on the 18th of June, 
1823, at which were present, fourteen 
clergymen and twenty lay delegates, 
the representatives of ten parishes. 
Great Barrington, Lanesborough and 
Lenox, Greenfield, Ashfield, Montague 
and Springfield, Bridgewater, Marsh- 
field, Quincy, Taunton, Cambridge, 
and Trinity church, Boston, were not 
represented. ‘The Bishop having ta- 
ken the chair, the Rev. Benjamin C. 
Cutler was elected seeretary, and Mat- 
thew S. Parker, Esq. treasurer of the 
convention. The standing committee 
were chosen by nomination, and the 
Rev. Drs. Gardiver and Jarvis, the 
Rev. Isaac Boyle, and George Brinley, 
8. Codman, and T. Clark, Esqrs. who. 
served the last year, were re-appointed. 

On motion, resolved, that the se- 
eretary be a committee to examine if 
any unfinished business of the last eon- 
ventien remained to be acted on at the 
present; and that the thanks of the 
convention be returned tothe Rev. Mr. 
Boyle, for his sermon, and that he be 
cequested to furnish a copy of thesame, 
for insertion in the Gospel Advocate. 

On motion of Dudley A. Tyng, Esq. 
seconded by the Rev. Dr. Jarvis, a 
committee of five gentlemen of thelaity, 
consisting of Gardiner Green, Esq the 
Hon. James Lloyd, Dr. Warren, Tho- 
mas L. Winthrop, Esq. and George 
Sullivan, Esq. was appointed to con- 
sider the expediency, and if expedient, 
the best means of instituting a fund for 
the relief of the widows and children of 
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clergymen, and to report thereon at the 
next convention, i 

The following gentlemen were ap- 
pointed delegates to the General Con- 
vention :— Rev. Dr Gardiner, Rev. Dr, 
Jarvis, Rev. Mr Boyle, Rev. Mr. 
Strong, John Odin, Esg. Gardiner 
Green, Esq. Dudley A. Tyng, Esq. 
Ralph French, Esy. 

The following report was made by 
the chairman of the standing committee: 

The clerical members of the standing 
committee, having been directed bythe 
last annual convention to revise the 
co: stitution and canon: of this church, 
and to report to this convention such 
alterations therein as might be rendered 
necessary or expedient, to render them 
conformable with any new regulations 
of the diocese, which might be adopted 
at the them ensuing diocesan conven- 
tion, respectfully report: 

That the alterations in the constitu- 
tion of the eastern diocese, proposed 
at the convention, held in Newport, 
Rhode-Istand, Sept. 27, 1820, were 
unanimously adopted by tlre conven- 
tion held at Portsmouth, New-Hamp- 
shire, Sept. 25,1822. By these altera- 
tions, the state of Maine is recognized 
asa part of the eastern diocese, and 
the meetings of the convention are to 
be held annually instead of biennially, 
and to be composed of all the clergy of 
the diocese, anda lay delegate from 
each church. 

‘These alterations not being consider- 
ed as suflicient, others were proposed; 
but, by an article of the constitution, 
they could not be proposed and acted 
upon at the same convention. The 
following proposed alterations were 
therefore ordered to lie over for consi- 
deration, at the next meeting of the 
convention, to be held at Windsor, in 
Vermont, on the 24th. being the last 
Wednesday of September, 1823, viz. 
in the second article, that the words 
“each of the states by rotation,” be 
erased, and the words “ such place as 


_ shall be agreed upon at the preceding 


Eonvention,” be inserted; also, that 
afier the words “ lay delegates,” the 
words “or dele ates not exceeding 
three,” be inserted. In article tenth, 


that the word “annual” be substituted 
for the word “ biennial.” 
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if these alterations should prevail, it 
willbe perceived that a consolidation of 
the eastern diocese will be effected; 
that provided the experiment should 
not be defeated by unforeseen accidents, 
it will in fact bsu.g the five state con- 
ventions together; and that in sucha 
case, it will be expedient for the seve- 
tal state conventions so to modity their 
constitutions as to render both the time 
and place of meeting simultaneous with 
that of the diocesan convention. As, 
however, these alterations are yet to be 
acted on, it seems to your committee 
premature to make any alterations at 
present, in the constitution of the 
church of Massachusetts; more espe- 
cially as the qbject to be gained by such 
alteration may be provided for by ad- 
journment. 

Your committee are confirmed in this 
opinion, by the consideration that the 
Bishop at the last diocesan convention 
recommended a division of the diocese 
as soon as it can with propriety be effect- 
ed. A late most important decision of 
the supreme court of the United States, 
with regard to certain lands in the state 
of Vermont, owned by the English Soci- 
ety for Propagating the Gospel in Fo- 
reign Parts, a part of the income of which 
it is understood will be devoted to the 
support of a bishop, will most probably 
accelerate this event. In thiscase, fur- 
ther alterations will be necessary in the 
constitution of the diocese. . 

Your committee therefore pray, that 
they may be discharged from any fur- 
ther consideration of the subject. 

Respecttully submitted. 
Joan S.J.Garpiner, Chairman. 


On motion of Dudley A. Tyng, Esq. 
seconded by the Rev. Titus Strong, the 
following resolution was past, providing 
for the establishment of a diocesan fund. 

Whereas it is indispensable to pro- 
vide a fund for defraying the necessary 
expenses of the diocesan and state con- 
ventions, and particularly the expenses 
of those of the clergy who may have to 
travel a considerable distance to the 
place of the meeting of the said con- 
ventions ; and whereas it is also expe- 
dient to provide for the payment of the 
necessary expenses of the delegates 
who shall be sent to the general con- 
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ads 
vention of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the United States; it is 
hereby earnestly recommended to every 
congregation in this state to pay to the 
treasurer of the convention thereof, on 
or before the day of the annual meeting 
of the convention, a contribution of not 
less than two per cent. on the amount 
of the respective salaries of their cler- 
gymen. One half of the amount thus 
contributed, if necessary, shall be ap- 
propriated, under the direction of the 
convention, exclusively towards defray- 
ing the expenses of clergymen attending 
the diocesan or state convention from 
any distance over 20 miles, and also 
the necessary expenses of clerical and 
lay delegates to the general convention 
and the remainder shall be appropriate 
ed to defraying contingent expenses, 
Provided, nevertheless, that no clergy- 
men or lay deputy shall be entitled to 
any provision for travelling expenses, 
whose parish shall not comply with the 
provisions ofthis resolution. [f after the 
annual expenses are defrayed, any sum 
be left in the treasurer’s hands, it shall] 
be his duty to deposit the same in the 
Savings’ Bank, or in good and approved 
stock, that it may become a permanent 
fund for the use of the convention, 
~ Qn motion of the Rey. Mr. Baury, 
seconded by the Rey. Dr. Jaryis, it was 
resolved, that this convention approve 
of the resolution adopted by the last 
diocesan convention, requesting the bi- 
shop to assign to the several rectors of 
parishes, within the eastern diocese, 
such missionary duties as he shall think 
expedient; and for the better carrying 
that resolution into effect, as far as th’s 
state is concerned, resolved, that the 
bishop be, and he hereby is, requested 
to assign to the several rectors such 
destitute parishes as it may be expedi- 
ent for each of them to visit; and that 
due notice of the same be given to each 
rector, to be communicated to his vestry. 

The bishop was re juested to appoint 
a preacher for the next convention. 

Resolved, That the next annual con- 
vention be held in Trinity church, 
Boston, and that divine service be com- 
menced at 9 o’clock A. M. 

The convention then adjourned, the 
bishop having first concluded with 
prayer and the Episcopal benediction. 
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284 Report of the Missionary Society of Christ Church. 


For the Christian Journal. 


[In giving place to the following report, which 
hxs Only just been received, the editors can- 
not refrain from an expression of regret that 
it was not handed in at an earlier day; much 
of the interest and effect of such documents 
being lost by the lapse of time. ‘They would 
respectfully suggest to the secretaries and 
managers of all institutions connected with 
the church, whose reports may be wished to 
appear in the Journal, the propriety of fur- 
nishing copies of them immedistely after they 
are made, in order that an early publication 
may be secured to their contents. 


First Report of the Managers of the 
Female Auxiliary Missionary So- 
ciety of Christ Church, New-York, 
made December 5, 1822. 


In presenting this their first annual 
report, the board of managers of the 
Female Missionary Society of Christ 
Church, aware of their inability to lay 
before the members and patrons of the 
institution, any particulars of a pecu- 
liarly interesting nature, cannot sup- 
pose, however, that any effort made 
with a view of extending the Redeem- 
er’s kingdom, can be viewed with in- 
difference; or that any information on 
such a subject can be unacceptable to 
those who profess to be the disciples of 
the Saviour of mankind, feeble as may 
be the effort, or limited the information. 

Debarred by the nature of the insti- 
tution from the pleasing task of point- 
ing to where once the beasts of the fo- 
rest roamed in quest of their prey, and 
in cor.junction with the untutored sa- 
vage were the sole tenants of the soil: 
to where even when white men became 
the proprietors of the land and of the 
lake, the name of God was unheard, 
unknown, or known and heard only in 
the oaths of the blasphemer, or in vio- 
lation of the dread command uttered 
from Sinai’s awful summit—* Thou 
shalt not take the name of God in vain,” 
—the board have not the pleasing task 
of pointing to this once dreary, now al- 
tered scene, and (even were the means 
which the society affords competent to 
effect so desirable an end) of exclaim- 
ing, “ there has the herald of the cross, 
sent forth by means of your pious ex- 
ertions, proclaimed the Gospel of glad 
tidings to a people once sunk in igno- 
rance and vice—now rvised to godliness 

and virtue; there has been*planted the 
standard of Immanuel—there has been 
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raised an altar to the Lord of hosts.” 
For facts of this pleasing nature you 
must be referred to the report of that 
society to which this is auxiliary. 
Inspired with a lively sense of grati- 
tude to God for his mercies, and the 
privileges which, in abundant profusion, 
he has showered upon them as mem- 
bers of a congregation, desirous that 
others less favoured than themselves 
might become the participants in those 
mercies and privileges, several ladies 
of Christ Church determined to unite 
their exertions in seconding the efforts 
of the society established for the pur- 
pose of sending missionaries to the be- 
nighted inhabitants of the interior.— 
Accordingly a meeting was called, and 
a society organized, on Good-Friday, 
April 6th, 1822, under the appellation 
of “ The Female A: xiliary Missionary 
Society of Christ Church.” With the 
example of a sister congregation in 
view, it was not doubted but that the 
establishment of such an institution 
would be attended with very beneficial 
effects; and, blessed be God, the anti- 
cipations of many of the warmest advo- 
cates of the society have been realized. 
Eighty-four dollars and eighteen cents 
have been received: five dollars and 
eighteen cents have been expended for 
printing and stationary, and seventy- 
nine dollars paid over to the treasurer 
of the parent institution ; a sum which, 
under existing circumstances, cannot be 
considered as small, when it is known, 
that, prior to the formation of this, many 
of the ladies of the congregation became 
subscribers to the parent society, and 
also to the gentlemen’s missionary as- 
sociation attached to Christ Church. 
That a much greater sum will be ob- 
tained during the ensuing year, is con- 
fidently expected from the fact, that a 
number of the ladies of our congrega- 
tion have not yet been called upon, by 
reason of the afilictive dispensation with 
which our city has been visited of late. 
The board cannot omit noticing the 
pleasing willingness to contribute, 


which, in most cases, has manifested 
itself in those who have been called up- 
on: and here we would gratefully ac- 
knowledge the receipt of a number of 
blank books for the use of the society. 
—From the causes already mentioned, 
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September, 1823. } Commeneomens of Columbia College. 


there are yet many ladies in the con- 
gregation who have not become mem- 
bers of this society. It is hoped their 
aid will not be withheld when solicited. 
It cannot be that they who are continu- 
ally enjoying the favours of the Most 
High, whose sanctuary privileges are 
great as they are numerous, will refuse 
to assist in the extension of those fa- 
vours to others, when they reflect that 
thousands of their fellow creatures are 
at this moment sunk in the lowest 
depths of vice and immorality, who 
might be extricated therefrom by the 
assistance of those who are abundantly 
blessed with the blessings of the God 
of heaven. ‘The mind revolts from the 
idea that numberless immortal souls 
should be left to perish, and not an ef- 
fort made to save them. 

Who will refuse their cooperation in 
a work like this? A brighter reward 
awaits those favoured beings whom Je- 
hovah permits to be the instruments of 
promoting his cause, than worlds could 
ever bestow. It is sufficient to excite 
the noblest feelings of the soul to think, 
that by your exertions the heavenly 
coucaye may be made to ring with the 
shouts of seraphic legions, upon the 
conversion of a soul. ‘Trusting that 
the advancement of the glory of God, 
and the extension of the limits of that 
church, which, planted and fostered by 
his care he will never forsake, are the 
points towards which we aim; and 
knowing that a gracious Being “ will 
not despise the day of small things ;” 
Jet us continue our exertions for the 
prosperity of Zion, and we have the 
assurance that our “ labour shall not be 
in vain.” 


een 
Columbia College Conmencement. 


The Annual Commencement of Co- 
lumbia College was celebrated on Tues- 
day, Aug. 5, 1823, in Trinity church. 
The day was very fine, the company 
numerous and highly respectable, and 
the exercises were well and creditably 
performed. We annex a list of the 
names of the young gentlemen who gra- 
duated, together with the subjects of 
their orations; and also of those who 
received the various honours of the 
College. 
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1. A salutatory address, with a poem 
in Latin, * De summa Ceeli regione,” 
by Edmund D. Griffin.—2. English 
salutatory address, with an oration on 
the influence of religion upon individual 
and national happiness, by Edward 
Anthon.—3. An oration in the Greek 
language, by Lewis Crager.—4. An 
vration on the progress of mathemati- 
cal science, by *Horatio Allen.—5. 
An oration on refinement of society, as 
unfavourable to poetry, by William A. 
Lawrence.—6. An oration on the neg- 
lect of, and advantages derived from, 
the cultivation of intellect, by *Adol- 
phus N. Gonverneur.—-7. An oration 
on the life and character of Napoleon 
Buonaparte, by James KE. S. Hosack.— 
8. An oration on the moral and politi- 
cal influence of history, by Charles J. 
Smith.—9. An oration on the social 
feelings, by Edward M. Clark.—10. A. 
disputation on the question, Is the 
prevalence of luxury beneficial to soci- 
ety?” *aflirmative, James H. Titus; 
*negative, John D. Ogden.—11. An 
oration on the invasion of Spain, by 
Wm. D. Henderson.—12. An oration 
on the effects of the influx of foreigners 
on the people of the United States, by 
*John T. Ferguson.—13. An oration 
on the progress of religious toleration, 
by Grenville A. Sacket.—14. An ora- 
tion on the influence of individual on 
national character, by *Christopher 
Allen.—15. An oration on the perni- 
cious effects of great talents on men des- 
titute of moral principle, by Noel Ro- 
bertson.—16. The vision of fancy, a 
poem, by *John B. Foulke.—17. An 
oration on the rising prospects of Ameri- 
ca,by Adam D. Logan.—18. An oration 
on the influence of republican princi- 
ples, by Jonathan Lawrence.—19. An 
oration on the causes of the ruin of re- . 

ublican and imperial Rome, by Wm. 
1. Boyd.—20. An oration on the plea- 
sures of anticipation, by Henry A. 
Heyer.—21. An oration on the Spa- 
nish history and character, by Edmund 
B. Elmendorf.—22. An oration on in- 
tcllectual attainments, by Mancius 8, 
Hutton.—23. An oration onthe drama, 
by William L. Keese.—24. An oration 
on the German character, by William 
Fk. Havemeyer.—25. An oration on 
the Indian character, by John A. Hicks. 





eo 


= 








ne eee ares mee) 














a - = _ 
2 Te DS aia ee yn S _ 


— 


et po as ne 


286 Ordinations, Consecration, fe. 


—26. An oration on the influence of 
literature, by *Andrew K. Robertson. 
—27. The testimonials adjudged at 
the late concluding examination were 
then announced.—28. Valedictory ad- 
dress, with an oration on national pride, 
by Smith Pyne.—The degree of bach- 
elor of arts was conferred on the betore- 
mentioned young gentlemen, and on 
George B. Ogden. 

The degree of master of arts was 
conferred on Daniel L. M. Peixotto, 
M.D. Wm. Beach Lawrence, Henry 
Cruger,Wm Mitchell,.John L Sukeley, 
John Mitchell, Wm Betts, Roosevelt 
Johnson, Abraham Halsey. 

The honorary degree of A. M. was 
conferred on Samuel Seabury, of 
Brooklyn, New-York, and on John 
Carrol, Esq. of Baltimore. 

The degree of D. D. was conferred 
on the Right Rev. John 8. Ravenscroft, 
bishop -of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the state of North-Carolina, 
and on the Rev. Chancey Lee, of Cole- 
brook, in the state of Connecticut. 

The degree of LL D. was confer- 
red on the Hon. Ambrose Spencer, late 
chief justice of the supreme court of the 
state of New-York; on the Hon. Na- 
than Sanford, chancellor of the state of 
New-York; on the Hon John Savage, 
chief justice of the supreme court of the 
state of New-York; and on the Hon. 
Edward Livingston, of New-O:leans. 

The exercises of the day concluded 
with prayer by the President. 

Students having an asterisk (*) affix- 
ed to their names, were excused from 
delivering their orations. 

ps _@ 
Ordinations. 

On the 30th of June, 1823, in Stam- 
ford, Connecticut, the Rev. Ambrose S. 
‘Todd, deacon, was admitted to the holy 
order “of priests; ; and on the 29th of July, 
in Chester, Mr. William Shelton was 
admitted to the holy order of deacons, 
by the Right Rev. Thomas C. Brown- 
ell, bishop of the diocese. 

At an ordination held in T rinity 
Church, New-York, on Wednesday, 
Aug. 6, 1823, by the Right Rev. Bishop 
Hobart, Cornelius R. Duffie was ad- 
mitted to the holy order of deacons; 
and the Rev. George W. Doane, dea- 
con, officiating in “Trinity church, to 
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that of priests. Morning prayer was 
celebrated by the Rev. Benjamin T, 
Onderdonk, an assistant minister of 
Trinity church; and an appropriate 
exhortation delivered by the Rev. Wil- 
liam Berrian, an assistant minister of 
the same church. 

At the public commencement of the 
University of Pennsylvania, on the 31st 
of July, 1823, the degree of D. D. was 
conferred on the Rev. John Churchill 
Rudd, rector of St. John’s church, Eli- 
zabeth-Town, New-Jersey. 


The Rev. Dr. Alexander Arbuthnot, 
dean of St. Coleman’s, Cloyne, has been 
promoted to the bishoprick of Killaloe 
and Kilfenora, vacant by the translation 
of the Right Rev. Dr. Mant, to the bi- 
shoprick of Down and Connor. 





St. James’s Church, Delaware. 


On Thursiay, July 31st, 1823, St. 
James’s church, near Stanton, Dela- 
ware, was consecrated to the worship 
of Aimighty God, by the Right Rev. 
William White, D. D. bishop of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in the di- 
ocese of Pennsylvania. ‘The morning 
service was read by the Rev. Mr. Wel- 
ler, of the diocese of Maryland, and a 
discourse, appropriate to the occasion, 
was delivered by the Rev. Mr Bedell, 
rector of St. Andrew’s church, Phila- 
delphia.—The Rev. Robert Clay, rec- 
tor of the church, and the Rev. Messrs. 
Williston and Brinckley were alsopre- 
sent. 

It is interesting to remark the pro- 
gress of the church in the state of Dela- 
ware. It is not long since the vestry 
of the church at Newcastle enlarged 
their ancient duilding, and made it a 
beautiful church, which has been finish- 
ed with a very fine clock in the steeple, 
the workmanship of Lukens of this city. 
St. James’s church has, for a number 
of years, been connected with the 
church of Newcastle under the pasto- 
ral care of the Rev. Robert Clay. The 
old building in which the congregations 
had worshipped having gone much to 
decay, the present church has been 
built within a very short distance, and 
is a building which seflects great 
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September, 1823.] St. James’s Church, Delaware.— Poetry. 


credit on all who have been engaged, 
particularly to Mr. Barker, whose zeal 
and persevering industry is. beyond 
praise. It is a stone | uilding, nearly 
square, finished with galleriesand every 
convenience for the purpose intended. 
An air of great neatness runs through 
the whole. The site on which the 
church is built is one of the greatest 
beauty. ‘The building is near one ex- 
tremity of a ten acre lot (the property 
of the church) of the most majestic 
oaks, whose deep rich foliage occasion- 
ally hide it from view. There is a re- 
pose and a beauty about the scenery, 
which seem fitted to cherish the feel- 
ings of devotion, and the world appears 
as it were shut out. The grave yard 
surrounding the old church has many 
a tomb stone which tells the brief story 
of those who an hundred years ago had 
come up to that place to worship. 
There were many circumstances 
which rendered the day peculiarly in- 
teresting. ‘The ruins of the old church, 
which is one of the most ancient which 
is to be found in this section of the 
country—a new and handsome build- 
ing erected by the persevering efforts 
of a few staunch friends—the venerable 
Bishop of Pennsylvania, whose life has 
been coeval with the history of the 
American church—a congregation so 
large that probably not more than one 
half were in the interior of the building, 
and composed of persons of the: first 
respectability—many of the clergy 
from different dioceses, who took part 
in the exercises of the occasion—and 
the circumstance of a neat and commo- 
dious building, in which the congrega- 
tion cau.worship God after the manner 
of their fathers,—all unite to impress 
the mind with feelings of no ordinary 
description. May the great Head of the 
church, to whom this temple is now 
dedicated, condescend to bless the un- 
dertaking; and may that Gospel which 
is the power of God unto salvation, be 
there preached, till the people of the 
Lord haveno more need of earthly tem- 
ples, but shall serve God day and night 
in that temple which is in heaven. 

As the congregation had come many 
of them from a distance, and as the ex- 
ercises were long, Mr. Barker, with a 
hespitality which has always character- 
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ized him, made a rural table under: 


the fine spreading oaks, and such of the 
company as saw fit to remain, partook 
of a substantial dinner which had been 
prepared for the oceasion— a blessing 
from the throne of grace being asked by 
the Bishop, to accompany the reception 
of the creatures of a bountiful Provi- 
dence—Piiladelphia Recorder. 


a 

Fer the Christian Journat 
SCRIPTURE HYMNS. 

Version of Job xix. 21, &c. 


Thy hand, O God, hath touch’d my heart, 
My deep afflictions bear me down, 

My flesh and spirit feel thy dart, 
1 sink beneath thy awful frown. 


O then, that all my words of grief 
And tears were written in thy book! 
O that my woes without relief 
Were graven in the lasting rock! 


For great the hope thy promise gives 
To all chastised of thee, O Lord! 

I know that my Redeemer lives, 
And wil his mourning saints reward. 


Thongh, in the grave’s unhallow’d gloom, - 
Corruption revel on this form, 
And all withim the festering tomb 
Be given to th’ insatiate worm,— 


Yet shall my flesh behold my God, 
My body glorious shall arise ; 

Aod I shall dwell in his abode, 
And ever see him with my eyes. 


JEDUTHUN. 


Version of 1 Timothy vi. 1L—16. 


Do thou, O man of God, 
Flee all the ways of death; 
And follow afier righteousness, 
Paticnee, and love, and faith. 


Fight the good fight of faith 
So solemnly profess’d ; 

Lay hold on everlasting life, 
‘Thou, exl’'d among the blest! 


Be this thy sacred charge ;— 
As God thou dost revere, 

To keep his precepts unrebukea 
Till Christ again eppear. 


For in his chosen times 
God will reveal his Son; 

The King of kings, and Lord of lords, 
Bless’d and supreme alone. 


And none but this our God 
Hath immortality ; 

He dwells in light nene can approach, 
Nor mortal ever see. 


To Him then be aseribed, 
With highest purest praise, 
All honour, majesty, and power, 


Eternal as his days. 
JEDUTHEN. 
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288 Poetry.—Obituary of the Rev. Jordin Gray. 


For the Christian Journal. 
The Season of Rest. By ua young Lady of 15. 


It was night, and all nature was still, 
The sun had long set in the west; 

T svid, “1 will now fear no ill, 
But enjoy this sweet season of rest.” 


How like is man’s life to a day 
That in fleeting colours is drest, 

3ut which in an hour fades away, 
And he slowly sinks into his rest. 


For the sleep of the grave is profound, 
By no trouble can we be oppress’d ; 

And we sweetly repose in the ground, 
But—tis “ only a season of rest.” 


For again the bright morn shsll appear ; 
In that morn shall each Christian be blest, 
And in worlds where can enter no tear, 
Never wish for “a season of rest.” 
MARY. 


For the Christian Journal. 
To Hope. 
Celestina! Nope! f keep this mark, 
Vhy day-star cheers my doubtful way ; 
‘Lhough oft 1 wander in the dark, 
As oft illamed by thy bright ray. 


{n dire affliction’s night and storms, 
When lank déspair, with hollow eye, 
Approsches with unfolcing arms, 
I tee his grasp, for thou art nigh. 


Propitious Hope! on thee I rest; 
Led through rough paths by thy soft hand, 
Thou dost console my troubled breast, 
When wayward fortune lifts her wand. 


Upon thy anchor firm reclined, 
I sink into a calm repose— 
Give all mv sorrows to the wind, 
And bid it waft away my woes. 


Bevond those hills of towering height, 
Whose awful summits meet the sky, 

My soul to those blest worlds of light, 
Bland Hope, on thy soft wings shall fly. 


If life’s late evening I should see, 
And doubt and gloom my bosom rend ; 
Hope, let me ever rest on thee, 
Be my consoler ond my friend. 
When on the bed of death Pm Isid, 
‘Then let thy glowing lamp burn bright; 
Support me through the gloomy shade, 
And bear me to the realins of light. 


LAURA. 








Odituary of the Rev. Jordan Gray. 
Tne Rev. Jordan Gray, of this diocese, 
lately deceased, was bern at Arlington, 
Vermont. From his youth he was impress- 


ed wiih a deep sense of the importance of 


religion. He was a young man of unques- 
‘ionable integrity, and could be charged 
with no vice.-—In the autumn of 1817, Mr. 
Gray became more deeply engaged in the 
service of his divine Master; and notwith- 
‘landing he had now a family, and but little 
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property, he could not be dissuaded frora 
the attempt to prepare himself for the 
Gospel ministry. After his steadfast de- 
termination became fully known, some ex- 
ertions were made to assist him. In the 
spring of 1819, he removed to a neighbour. 
ing town, where he was employed bya 
destitute congregation as a lay reader. In 


this service he continued for more than,» 


two years, diligently engaged in improv- 
ing his mind, and in doing good among 
the people. ‘Towards the end of 1821, he 
presented himself for deacon’s orders ; and 
though his literary acquirements were 
scanty, yet such were his endowments of 
nature and grace, that there was no hesita- 
tion in admitting him to the sacred office. 
Within a few months from the time of his 
ordination, he was settled in the parishes 
of Berkshire and Montgomery, in the north 
part of the state, and soon assisted in or- 
ganizing another parish in the adjoining 
town of Enosburgh. In this situation he 
had laboured but little more than a year, 
when, in the height of his activity and use- 
fulness, and while enjoying the full confi- 
dence and affection of the people under 
his care, he was suddenly removed from 
his earthly toils to his heavenly rest. On 
the 7th of April last, being called to at- 
tend the funeral of a child at some distance 
from home, he had occasion to pass a con- 
siderable river, which was much raised by 
a recent freshet, and the bridge carried 
away. With two other men, and a lad of 


about fourteen, he attempted the passage! 


inasmall canoe. As soon as they reached 
the main current of the stream, they were 
all thrown instantly into the river The 
other two men, with some difficulty, 
reached the short; and it appears probable 
that Mr. Gray, if he had been unencum- 
bered, might have done the same. But, 
as he fetl mto the water, the boy clasped 
around him, and both soon disappeared. 
Nearly six weeks after the melancholy 
event, the body of Mr. Gray was taken up 
about two miles down the river; but the 
body of the lad had not then been found. 
Thus a faithful and promising young cler- 
gyman has been suddenly taken away ; 
three parishes, that had anticipated much 
prosperity under his care, are left desti- 
tute; and, what is above all things affect- 
ing, a wife and two children, who had a 
f.ir prospect of a competent and respect- 
able support, are thrown into complete in- 
digence, and must depend on friends fox 
subsistence.—The time is short. Let mi- 
nisters impreve the moments as they pass ; 
and let the people profit by the ministry 
of the word, and the means of grace ; for 
svon all these privileges will be taken 
away, and every one’s account will be seal- 
ed up for judgment.— Gospel Advocate. 


1 Correspendents.—K. and P. R. came too late for insertion in this number 
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